MESSAGE OF INSPIRATION AND MOTIVATION
I am hopeful that I will succeed in inspiring and motivating you. I have been pondering over how best to impart some life lessons to you in a manner that will ensure that what you read from this message remains with you as you go through your various life lessons. After much deliberation, I decided that I am going to address you on my challenges as a blind women in South Africa, and how I was able to transcend these challenges despite the odds against me. I am hoping that in sharing my life experience with you that I succeed in motivating you and inspiring you to persevere when all seems lost. 
There is one thing that I must stress, you need to always remember that hard work and perseverance make difficult goals easy to achieve. I want you to always have a picture in your mind of what you want to achieve, who you want to be, and watt type of life you want to create for yourself in the future. You will never have an exact plan of action of how you are going to make the picture a reality as life is unpredictable filled with curve balls and challenges, and also opportunities and breakthroughs. However, by having this picture in your mind, you will have somewhere and something you want to aspire to. 

I was born in Durban in 1978 with partial blindness. I had 5% of vision in one eye only. My parents were faced with the difficult task of raising a blind child in a country where educational and health facilities for people with disabilities were poor. They had no choice but to send me away from home at the tender age of 3 and a half to the only special school for visually impaired Indian children situated in Pietermaritzburg. However, a further trauma struck at the age of 12 when I lost all my sight and was left totally blind. This involved a huge transition and much dedication and sacrifice on the part of my parents, teachers, housemothers and friends. I was virtually thrown from the world of the sighted into the world of the blind. My challenges quadrupled. I had to learn how to read and write using Braille, walk with a white cane, comb my hair without the use of a mirror, the list is endless. With the help of a social worker and the teachers at the school, I was able to pick up the pieces and adapt to my blindness. So much so that I came first in the national Braille examinations the very next year, received the best performance award for swimming and athletics in the national blind games shortly thereafter, and matriculated with an A aggregate in the national matriculation examinations in 1995. 
I enrolled at the university of Natal to do my social science degree in 1996 majoring in legal studies and political science. The problem however, was that unlike sighted students I couldn’t read print and nor could I write with a pen. The only way around this problem was to purchase a computer with expensive voice software, the money for which my parents did not have. I was fortunate to receive a bursary from the department of labour where all my university fees were payed for, all my equipment was purchased and I received training on how to use the computer from the onsight IT specialist at the KZNBDS. The society also sent their mobility trainer to orientate me to the campus so I was able to walk independently with a white cane.
My challenges at university were somewhat different. Aside from never having my study material timeously in a format I could read, I often had ignorant lecturers who either chose to pretend that I was either deaf as they tended to raise their voices when they spoke to me or others who just pretended that I was not in their class at all. An inevitable consequence of being isolated in a special school is that I was not exposed to sighted learners whilst growing up and neither were they exposed to blind people like myself. So that social inclusion in university presented a huge challenge, however, over time it became easier. For example, I would hear a group of students talking and laughing in the coridoor, and the moment I walked passed them with my white cane, they would stop in mid conversation and go absolutely silent. It really used to bother me, but then the friends that I did have on campus used to jokingly tell me at least I had the capacity to leave people dumb founded. I had a wonderful university experience overall and I managed to obtain my bsoc sc in 1998, my llb in 2000 and my masters cumlaude in pol science in 2002. I was also given a certificate by the international honours golden key society who recognize students for outstanding academic achievement and received several deans commendations. 

Equipped with 3 degrees and an excellent academic record, and moreover, having the “benefit” of being a blind Indian female in a democratic south Africa, I could not get a job in the open labour market. I actually kept a file all the I regret to inform you letters I received. I was fortunate enough to be invited for 3rd round of interviews with a well renowned firm in Durban however, I was unfortunate as they were afraid to hire me as they had not hired a blind lawyer before. Everything in the job department seemed like doom and gloom. Then I began to think and I figured nobody is going to help me and I cannot sit around feeling sorry for myself so I made the choice to employ myself. I served pupilage at the Durban Bar in 2002 and opened my own practice as an Advocate in January 2003 at age 24. Whilst practicing at the bar, I lectured part time at the University of Natal to substitute my meager bar income, and I enrolled to do my 4th degree, a Doctorate in public policy on inclusive education for visually impaired learners and students in South Africa which I obtained in 2008.  

In 2006 I was fortunate to after hundreds of job applications be employed as a senior state law adviser at the SALRC in Pretoria. In 2008 I completed my doctorate in public policy and in 2009 I was promoted to the position of Senior State Advocate at the Chief Litigation Office at the national office of the Dojcd. I am currently serving in the role of Director for Persons with Disabilities within the Chief Directorate: Promotion of the Rights of Vulnerable Groups at the National Department of Justice and Constitutional Development. 

I have also been greatly blessed as I married my husband Adam in January 2007, and we have been further blessed as we just had our first child in September2013. 
When I reflect on all my social, educational and employment challenges, I often wonder how I was ever able to overcome them because at the time they really seemed to be insurmountable. I think it is only fitting that I pay tribute to 3 strong and wise women who played a significant role in affording me a chance to become a senior manager within the Department of Justice and Constitutional Development. The first woman who must be commended is my mother for making the difficult choice of sending a blind child to school at the age of 3 and a half. The second is Judge Leona Theron who gave me the opportunity to act as an assessor during my time at the Durban Bar as this really motivated me and elevated my self worthwithin the legal profession. The third woman is Judge Yvonne Mogoro who ensured that I was given all reasonable accommodations I needed to help overcome all challenges posed by my blindness when I began my employment at the South African Law Reform Commission. These women need to be commended for the role they played in my success. 
I have decided that now that I am empowered, I need to give back something to the community and empower other disabled people and children. Hence, I volunteer my services to various non-governmental organisations including the Children’s Disability Centre, Blind SA, the International Council for the Education of People with Visual Impairments and the Accessible Books Consortium of the World Intellectual Property Organisation. 

I am hopeful that all that I have shared with you makes you feel empowered and has also made you see that there are many opportunities and options available to you. You are definitely going to face challenges and obstacles along the way, but you shouldn’t let them define or inhibit you, rather, allow those challenges and obstacles to make you stronger and wiser so that you are able to achieve your ultimate goals. 

I hope that in reading my story you feel that if someone with a visual disability with so many challenges could do it, then so can you. Whenever you feel that things are becoming too much, or like you just want to give up, always remember that there is always light at the end of the tunnel and if you put your mind to it, you can achieve anything you put your mind to. 
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