1. 
A selection of international journal articles related to education and visual impairment

	Key words
	Author
	Date
	Title and Overview of Study


	Blind/Low Vision
	Nature of Research
	Source
	Note

	Attitudes, maternal support and expectations


	Jacob, N
	2005
	Educating children with visual impairments in rural South India: examining maternal belief profiles.

· Maternal support of children with visual impairment in social and cultural context,

· Maternal beliefs and involvement in their children’s education,

· Mothers’ Expectations of their children’s success in education and work
	Both
	Mix methods:

Qualitative and quantitative methods.
	Journal: Disability and Society – Vol.20, No. 3, May 2005.

Article based on PhD of same title at University of California, Berkeley.
	A detailed synthesis of maternal beliefs in Southern India. This study could be useful for cross-cultural reference.

Good number in sampling group and data analysis.

	Access to educational services in 


	Kiarie, M.W.
	2004
	Education of Students with Visual Impairments in Kenya: Trends and Issues

· Paper provides an overview of educational services in Kenya for individuals with visual impairment,

· A contribution to the scarce literature on education services for students with visual impairment in developing countries.
	Blind and Low vision
	Qualitative with some stats on prevalence
	International Journal of Special Education Vol. 19, No.2
	Quite factual and descriptive– no research involved.

Useful background information on CBM’s Low Vision Project.

	Generic - disability, attitudes, inclusion


	Kristensen, K
	2003
	The Inclusion of Learners with Barriers to Learning and Development into Ordinary School Settings: A Challenge for Uganda

· Draws on a study of current attitudes, perceptions and knowledge about trends towards inclusion in Uganda.

· Findings indicate progress in the introduction and implementation of inclusive policies; improved professional development opportunities for staff concerned with special education at all levels and relatively positive attitudes towards inclusion,

· The study raises concerns, however, about the ways in which the education system is structured and managed in a country where class sizes are enormous and resources are few.
	Both
	Mix data - Two sets of questionnaire,

Group interviews for 118 learners with and without SEN


	British Journal of Special Education

30(4): 194-201
	A succinct piece of research which provides some key data on the progress of inclusive education for children with SEN in mainstream schools. 

It provides an excellent insight into the implications of implementing Inclusive Education at a local district level in light of government decentralisation to local government.

	Inclusive education, primary schools.


	McCall, S et al
	2005
	An Investigation into the educational inclusion of children with a visual impairment in Uganda.

· Initial research study by the ICEVI looks at critical conditions that need to be in place to allow children with visual impairment to be successfully educated in their local primary schools.
· This research study represents the first steps by ICEVI, a national government and its partners in the international development community to gather objective evidence that can help planners and policy makers to effectively shape programmes to achieve educational equity for all children with visual impairment.
	Both
	Mix – questionnaires, case study interviews
	ICEVI Publication
	One of ICEVI’s first  studies that not only looks at establishing the critical conditions for the successful education of children with visual impairment in local primary schools but provides a framework for new research in the field of inclusive education and visual impairment. 


2.
Some useful websites related to international research

	Organisation
	Link
	Note

	Atlas Alliance (Norway)
	http://www.atlas-alliansen.no/index.asp?id=26033
	Norwegian organisation has some publications on inclusive education including a downloadable copy of ‘Inclusive Education: Where there are few resources’ by Sue Stubbs.

	Braille Authority of the United Kingdom (BAUK)


	http://www.bauk.org.uk/
	BAUK is the braille standards setting body for the United Kingdom. It liaises internationally on braille standards and development with similar bodies in other countries.

	Centre for Eye Research Australia, University of 

Melbourne
	http://www.lowvisiononline.unimelb.edu.au/
	Information on eye health and a low vision course.

	Centre for Disability Studies (University of Leeds, UK)


	http://www.leeds.ac.uk/disability-studies/research.htm
	The centre has a useful repository of research into disability issues. Some of the studies are available as PDF documents.

	Centre for Studies on Inclusive  Education (UK)
	http://inclusion.uwe.ac.uk/csie/
	CSIE is the Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education. It is an independent centre working in the UK and overseas to promote inclusion and end segregation. 

The CSIE has produced an Index for Inclusion and (Booth & Ainscow, 2002) an Index for Inclusion in Early Years and Childcare (Booth, Ainscow & Kingston, 2006).



	DFID  - Knowledge and Research (KaR)

UK
	http://www.disabilitykar.net/index.html
	This website brings together all the findings, research papers and activities from the Disability Knowledge and Research programme 2003 - 2005.

The Disability Knowledge and Research programme (Disability KaR) sought to examine the issue of disability and poverty, and supported opportunities for disabled people’s organisations to research issues on mainstreaming disability in development.

The resources have been categorised in three main areas, which have been listed below:

1. Disability and society 

2. Management issues 

3. Rehabilitation and health 



	Disability and Awareness in Action (UK)
	http://www.daa.org.uk/index.htm
	Disability Awareness in Action (DAA) is an international human rights network, run for and by disabled people. 

· Human Rights 

· Biotechnology 

· Rights for Disabled Children Project 

· DAA Publications – 

· Reading List 

· Students - a page for students, no matter what their age. 

· Addresses - contact details for a number of disability-related organisations. 

· Miscellaneous resources 



	Disability.DK (Denmark)
	http://www.disability.dk/site/index.php?section_id=1

	The website contains a few international strategic documents.

	Disability World
	http://www.disabilityworld.org/
	A web-zine of international disability news. It holds a series of international reports on disability and inclusive education in Africa and Asia and the Arab region.



	Enabling Education Network (UK)


	http://www.eenet.org.uk/
	The main purpose of eenet is to:

· disseminate appropriate documentation to teachers, marginalised groups, parents, children, policy-makers, practitioners

· To strengthen local, national and regional resource and information services 

· To promote action research. 



	Helen Keller International 
	http://www.hki.org/

	Research publications (mainly based on nutrition)

	Institute of Development studies (UK)
	http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/research/index.html
	Research programmes include:

· Governance

· Globalisation

· Vulnerability and Poverty Reduction

· Participation, power and Social Change

· Knowledge, Technology and Society

	Id21 Communicating Development Research (UK)
	http://www.id21.org/index.html
	id21 communicates UK-sourced international development research to policymakers and practitioners worldwide. Database contains some studies on prevalence and incidence of blindness in developing countries.

e.g. Blindness in Ethiopian children can be avoided ,

An eye for detail: pin-pointing the causes of sight loss in rural Uganda 
Other areas: Education For All, Access and Inclusion, skills and training, ICT, Health and HIV/AIDS



	Inclusion International
	http://www.inclusion-international.org/en/ii_priority_areas/ie/index.html
	Some useful resources (downloadable PDFs)- Briefing Note prepared Jointly by the World Blind Union, Inclusion International, and the Canadian Association for Community Living, Parent Kit- Supporting Children with Disability, A FAMILY LENS: A tool for family advocacy



	Scottish Sensory Centre
	http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/


	Research focuses on all aspects of educating the child who is deaf and/or the child who is visually impaired.



	The Hadley School for the Blind
	http://hadley-school.org/default.asp
	Hadley is a distance education school and delivers its courses to students anywhere in a variety of different media formats. Useful resources on the ‘abacus’.



	Tiresius
	http://www.tiresias.org/index.htm
http://www.tiresias.org/sru.htm
	This website contains a database of current and recent international medical research for blind and partially-sighted people. Most of the research is focused in developed countries

The projects are grouped by area:

· Compensation for low vision
· Electronic vision systems
· Education
· Daily living
· Mobility and orientation
· Access to information
· Multiple impairments
Inclusive design
The aims of the Scientific Research Unit are:

· To influence and encourage external research and development of future benefit to visually disabled persons. 

· To influence the design of equipment and systems for the general public such that they are accessible by visually disabled persons. 

· To influence the development of relevant standards. 



	UNESCO (EFA)
	http://www.unesco.org/education/efa/
know_sharing/flagship_initiatives/index.shtml
	Description of EFA strategy and useful monitoring reports on how the EFA



	WHO 
	http://www.who.int/blindness/en/
	Some online resources on chronic eye disease. Database of articles on blindness. Some are in downloadable PDF format. 


4.
Some useful references on research frameworks

	Author
	Year
	Title
	Publisher
	Note

	Crossley, M, Herriot, Waudo, J, Mwirotsi, M, Holmes, K & Juma, M
	2005
	Research and Evaluation for Educational Development: Learning from the PRISM experience in Kenya.
	Symposium Books
	The Primary School Management Project (PRISM) was begun in Kenya in 1996 with the support from DFID and the Kenya Ministry of Education. The synergies created by the research strategy provided the context for the development of a research and valuation discourse. The work is based on a detailed and empirically informed case study of the project which has practical and theoretical dimensions. 

Chapters include:

· Participatory and collaborative models of research and evaluation – learning from international experience, research and evaluation capacity for educational development and capacity building.

	Crossley, M & Watson, K
	2003
	Comparative and International Research in Education
	RouteledgeFalmer
	This book is a useful resource for researchers working in the field of educational development. The two writers have extensive experience in different capacities and contexts cross the globe e.g. Papua New Guinea, Kenya, Bangladesh, Iran and Thailand. The volume draws on a combination of theoretical analysis, critical reflection on a variety of professional and cultural contexts. It tackles the area of changing research agendas: issues and priorities and investigates context and culture in educational research and development.

	Hammet, D & Wedgwood, R (Eds)
	2005
	The Methodological Challenges of Researching Education and Skills Development in Africa 
	The Centre of African Studies
	Useful compendium of papers that resulted from a two-day workshop held at the University of Edinburgh in 2004. The papers are useful in providing research methodologies for doing educational collaborative research in developing countries. Useful paper called ‘Culture in Educational Research in Africa: From the Methodological to the Practical’ by David Stephens. Also helpful for students taking PhD studies.

	Laws, S
	2003
	Research for Development: A Practical Guide
	Sage
	The book is aimed at practitioners, researchers and students engaged in development work. It is divided into two parts: 

· Part One – a discussion of why development workers can benefit from using research and gives ideas on how to tell when research is the best approach to problem. It looks at participatory approach as a principal way of conducting research. It also provides practical issues – writing the research brief, how to go about the research, defining the research focus and the research questions.

· Part Two – a basic guide on how to do the research. It looks at ethics, issues of language, 

	Vuilliamy, G, Lewin, K & Stephens, D
	1990
	Doing Educational Research in Developing Countries
	The Falmer Press
	This book takes an historical-cultural view of research in developing countries. It investigates the potential uses of qualitative educational research strategies based on the traditional theorists of this type of research e.g. Goetz & LeCompte, Glaser and Strauss and Denzin.

A| useful resource for researchers conducting research in East Asia and West Africa.


3.
Some key international journals on disability and special needs education

	Title 
	Publisher
	Note

	Action Research
	Sage
	Action Research is a new international, interdisciplinary, refereed journal which is a forum for the development of the theory and practice of action research. 



	British Journal of Visual Impairment
	Sage
	The journal has in the past published research from developing countries but welcomes more articles or commentaries.

	Education, Citizenship and Social Justice
	Sage
	Education, Citizenship and Social Justice launched in 2006 to provide a strategic forum for international and multi-disciplinary dialogue for all academic educators and educational policy-makers concerned with the meanings and form of citizenship and social justice as these are realised throughout the time spent in educational institutions.



	Journal of Early Childhood Research
	Sage
	The Journal of Early Childhood Research provides an international forum for the dissemination of early childhood research, bridging cross-disciplinary areas and applying theory and research within the professional community. This reflects the world-wide growth in research on learning and development in early childhood and the impact of this on provision.

	Journal of Visual Impairment & Blindness (JVIB)
	American Foundation for the Blind
	The journal contains a forum for reporting on research or programs that are specific to one culture or part of the world. on what is happening around the world



	Qualitative Research
	Sage
	Qualitative Research provides a much needed forum for the discussion of research methods, in particular qualitative research, across the social sciences and cultural studies. The journal features papers with a methodological focus, discussed in relation to specific empirical studies and research problems and papers raising philosophical, theoretical, historical or ideological debates about qualitative research.



	Early Childhood Research and Practice
	http://ecrp.uiuc.edu/
	The journal covers topics related to the development, care, and education of children from birth to approximately age 8

	International Education Journal
	http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/education/iej/articles/mainframe.htm
	IEJ is a free full-text, peer-reviewed, international online journal that seeks clear and significant contributions that further debate on educational issues. Education is interpreted in a wide manner and includes human development, learning, school education, formal and informal education, tertiary and vocational education, industry training and lifelong learning. We publish articles from teachers, administrators, professors, graduate students, policy-makers, and education specialists from governmental and non-governmental organisations.

	International Journal of Special Education
	http://www.internationaljournalofspecialeducation.com/issues.cfm
	As of the year 2002 the International Journal of Special Education will be published on this website. Libraries and individuals are permitted to print out entire issues for educational purposes.

The intent is to make the journal available internationally and free of charge to everyone who is interested in special education or is a student of special education.



	Journal of Special Education Technology
	http://jset.unlv.edu/shared/volsmenu.html
	JSET is a refereed professional journal that presents up-to-date information and opinions about issues, research, policy, and practice related to the use of technology in the field of special education.

The website contains some downloadable articles.

	The Educator
	http://www.icevi.org/
	The International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) publishes a free journal which is based around themes. Recent publications include:

· Information and Communication Technology – January 2005

· Sports and Recreation – July 2005

· Achieving Equality in Education – January 2006

· Orientation and Mobility – July 2006


5.
Some ethical guidelines on how to carry out research

	Association
	Website Address
	Note

	British Educational Research Association (BERA)
	http://www.bera.ac.uk/
	The revised ethical guidelines for educational research (2004) seek to enable educational researchers to weigh up all aspects of the process of conducting educational research within any given context and to reach an ethically acceptable position in which their actions are considered justifiable and sound.

Some of the areas covered in the guidelines are:

· Responsibilities to participants – voluntary informed consent, deception, right to withdraw, children and vulnerable young people and vulnerable adults, privacy, disclosure,

· Responsibilities to sponsors of research – methods, publication,

· Responsibilities to community of educational researchers – misconduct, authorship.



	Association of Social Anthropologists of the UK and the Commonwealth
	http://www.theasa.org/
	These guidelines, adopted in 1999, follow the educational model for professional codes, aiming to alert researchers to issues that raise ethical concerns or to potential problems and conflicts of interest that might arise in the research process. 

Some of the areas covered in the guidelines are:

· Relations with and responsibilities towards research participants – protecting research participants and honouring trust, anticipating harms, avoiding undue intrusion,  negotiating informed consent,  rights of confidentiality and anonymity, 

· Relations with and responsibilities towards sponsors, funders and employers – clarifying roles, relations with ‘gatekeepers,’

· Relations with and responsibilities towards colleagues and the discipline – individual responsibility, conflicts of interest and consideration for colleagues, sharing research materials, collaborative and team research, responsibilities towards research students and field assistants,

· Relations with own and host governments – conditions of access, cross-national research, legal and administrative constraints, 

· Responsibilities to the wider society – widening the scope of social research, considering conflicting interests, maintaining professional and scholarly integrity.

	Social Research Association (SRA)
	http://www.thesra.org.uk/ethical.htm
	The SRA reviewed its ethics in 2003 to meet the increased call for accountability in the spheres of public health and social care. There are also increased demands for “research governance” which looks at ways of discovering and sharing information that are open to public scrutiny and can be seen to be subject to the highest ethical standards.

The SRA’s aim is to promote ethical practice in research by offering guidelines as advice on best practice for individual members, employing research organisations and related professional associations. 

The guidelines are set out in three parts: 

· Level A  - a simple basic statement of the basic principles of the SRA’s ethical ‘code’,

· Level B – expands each of the elements of the basic code to explain why each element is important  to the maintenance of the ethical practice,

· Level C – a short annotated bibliographies for those who wish to pursue the issues or to consult more detailed texts e.g. bibliography on key texts and chapters from research books, useful links and contacts
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