The Braille Cup - Ghana:  Braille Essays by Students

Ellen Hall, Braille Literacy Manager, Perkins School for the Blind, USA
In January 2012, Ghana hosted its first national braille literacy competition, The Braille Cup – Ghana. The contest was held at Okuapemman Senior High School, in Akropong, just outside of Accra. The contestants were 46 students aged 9-19, from 11 different schools. They were cheered on by teachers, dignitaries, volunteers and hundreds of supporters. With this contest, Ghana joins a growing number of countries using braille competitions to inspire and reward students. These contests foster braille literacy and raise public awareness about the importance of braille for children who are blind. 

Every braille competition is unique to the people and culture where it is held. The theme for The Braille Cup – Ghana was, “Unleashing the Potential of the Visually Impaired”. All students were examined for skills in the same categories: reading comprehension, reading fluency, spelling, proofreading and, the highlight of the event, an essay and oral presentation on the topic, “What Learning Braille Means To Me”. 

For those interested in seeing the world through the eyes of blind students in Ghana, the essays can be accessed through the following link: www.perkinsinternational.org/braille-cup-essays  They provide a valuable window into these students’ experiences: the formidable challenges they face, and the impact and importance of becoming literate in braille. As a sample, consider the following excerpt written by Ebenezer Agetiba, 13-year-old First Prize winner of the Junior High School Division, from Wa Methodist School for the Blind.

“Reading and writing with Braille will help me to get certificate at the end of my schooling which will help me to get employment in future. This will prevent me from going to the street begging as my friends visually impaired people do… My knowledge in braille will help me go high on the academic ladder to enable me get employment in future. It will also remove the barrier that prevent the visually impaired from doing certain things that are done by the sighted. Braille has helped me to become literate and I can now write application letters to any sector for employment.” 

The Braille Cup—Ghana was principally a Ghanaian affair, organised by the Special Education Division and the Ghana Blind Union, but international partners were involved. The event was initiated through a braille literacy grant from Perkins School for the Blind and supported by the Kilimanjaro Blind Trust, with the donation of six Perkins braillewriters for prizes. To keep the competition to a high standard, the Braille Institute, experienced in these competitions and sponsor of The Braille Challenge®, generously offered to review the competition materials.

In Ghana, as in most developing countries, only a fraction of students who are blind and visually impaired ever have the opportunity to attend school. However, over the last decade the number of inclusive education schools has expanded. As a result, growing numbers of children who are blind or have other disabilities can get an education. For children who are blind, continued access to braille and braille materials remains the primary conduit to literacy and independence. These Ghanian children, in the words of First Prize winner Ebenezer Agetiba, now have the opportunity to “go higher on the academic ladder.”
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