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At its 7th General Assembly in 2008, the World Blind Union revived and strengthened the World Braille Council. Its objective is to support braille literacy around the world, and a detailed list of its initiatives and goals is included in WBU’s quadrennial Work-Plan (2009-2012). The World Braille Council strongly advocates that it be recognized as a permanent entity within the WBU Constitution. 

The Council has a truly international character. In addition to user-representatives from all over the world, it has representatives from six regional unions of the World Blind Union, ICEVI, and other prominent international organizations concerned with braille development, production, and education for people who are blind. The top leadership of the World Blind Union—the President and first Vice President--have been lending their valued support. Thus, the Council brings together the collective wisdom and experience of a galaxy of braille specialists and users from all over the world, with J.L. Kaul (India) as its leader. 

The Council has held three meetings since 2009, most recently in Leipzig in October 2011, following the Braille21 Congress. During these few months, the Council has been able to undertake a number of tasks and to produce several important outcomes:

World Braille Congress

The Braille21 Congress met in Leipzig in September, 2011. WBU President Maryanne Diamond was in the Chair, and the Programme Committee was led by Pete Osborne. With more than 400 delegates from 50 countries participating, the Congress was a great success. If there is one statement coming from the conference, it is that more braille be available, accessible, and affordable internationally.

Braille Award

The World Blind Union Braille21 Award for innovation was awarded to Björn Westling for the Portable Embosser Format device. Find out more at www.pef-format.org.

Directory of Braille Libraries

A list of 127 braille libraries in 69 countries has been drawn up by Dr. Thomas Kahlisch, Director of the German Central Library (DZB). This directory will be posted on the WBU website. 

Braille Authorities

A new Braille Authority has been established in Ghana.

The International Council on English Braille (ICEB) made presentations on the creation of Braille Authorities at the 2011 Africa Forum held in Accra, and at Braille21 in Leipzig (see M. Schnackenberg’s article in this issue). 

The Leipzig paper has been endorsed by the World Braille Council to serve as the initial reference document on the subject. 

Braille Codes and Standards

The World Braille Council seeks to work with ICEVI in promoting braille, especially in developing countries. The 3rd edition of World Braille Usage will be a useful tool, and may now gain momentum with addition of new support from Perkins School for the Blind. 

Pete Osborne and Tetsuji Tanaka represent the Council on the ISO committee that is working on standards for braille signage and consumer products. Otto Prytz from Norway has been nominated as the WBU Liaison person for the Commission. 

Under the leadership of Maryanne Diamond, the WBU and the Council are working to further WBU Copyright Treaty, which will facilitate cross-border exchange of reading material. 

Unification of Braille Notations

The Technical Committee, chaired by Otto Prtyz, endorses language-specific computer braille symbols. It further holds that mathematics and science braille notations have to be worked out primarily within language groups. The Council also recommends adoption of the latest braille version of international phonetic alphabets, developed by Dr. Robert Englebretson of the USA. 

Technology and Accessibility of Braille

WBC holds that braille technologies like Refreshable Braille Displays should be made affordable, and specific user requirements be clearly identified. 

Bibliography on Research in Braille

The Council, through the initiative of Dr. Diane P. Wormsley, has compiled a comprehensive bibliography of research documents on braille teaching, braille production and related issues covering the period from 1912 to the present. The bibliography currently has 135 pages with about 700 entries. It lists books and articles titles and key words, and will include languages other than English. 

The links for both the key word list and the title list (as of September 2011) are below. Although they are still in draft form, feel free to use them to locate resources.

Key Word List:

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/6047472/WBC%20Bibliography%20files/Key%20Word%20List%20for%20WBC%20Comprehensive%20Bibliography%209-26-11.docx 

Comprehensive Bibliography:

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/6047472/WBC%20Bibliography%20files/WBC%20Comprehensive%20Bibliography-9-26-11dpw.docx 
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