International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 

In the mid-1970s the late Sir John Wilson amongst others, began to draw the international community’s attention to the problem of global blindness. These efforts led to the setting up of the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) on January 1, 1975, with Sir John Wilson as the Founder President. The founding members were the World Blind Union (WBU) and the International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO).

IAPB was established as a coordinating, umbrella organisation to lead an international effort in mobilising resources for blindness prevention activities. IAPB aspired to link professional bodies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), educational institutions and interested individuals with national programmes for the prevention of blindness.

The first major achievement of IAPB was to promote the establishment of a WHO Prevention of Blindness and Visual Impairment team, with which it then entered into an official relationship.

Vision

A world in which no one is needlessly blind or visually impaired and where those with unavoidable vision loss can achieve their full potential.

Mission

IAPB’s mission is to eliminate the main causes of avoidable blindness and visual impairment by bringing together governments and non-governmental agencies to facilitate the planning, development and implementation of sustainable national eye care programmes based on the three core strategies of disease control, human resource development and infrastructure development, incorporating the principles of primary health care. IAPB promotes the global initiative VISION 2020: The Right to Sight, which aims to eliminate the main causes of avoidable blindness by the year 2020.

Objectives

Within the mandate of combating avoidable blindness, the Agency has major objectives. These are:

1. Disseminating ideas and information on successful approaches to eye care delivery.

2. Increasing public awareness of needs and solutions so that one country may be assisted by the experiences and resources of another.

3. Supporting the WHO programme and its strategies through close dialogue, mobilisation of resources and evaluation of activities.

Implementation

IAPB works to encourage the formation of national prevention of blindness committees and programmes, led by governments with input from the WHO, local and international non-governmental organisations. These now exist in over eighty countries.
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