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Visual impairment is reported in children  with CP to be % 60-70 in different sources. Since  having  visual and motor impairment have complex effects on the development of these children, early intervention  and visual training is a must for these children  and their family. 

After realizing the  importance of the subject and inspecting  the  work done and outcomes in well developed European countries I wanted to see the situation in my country.

The subject of my study is  the measures taken for the  training and development of vision by means of early intervention after the initial ophthalmological examination  visually impaired children with cerebral palsy

MATERİAL AND METHOD:

45 visually impaired children with CP and, referred to Ayan vision center, is taken into the study. 29 of them were boys and 16 were girls and ,their average age was found to be 8.7.

Mothers were asked these questions:

· Where did you have first ophthalmological examination?

· Why did you have ophthalmolgical examination?

· What was said/done?

· Who send you to an ophthalmologist?

· When did the child had first examination?

· How was the child treated?

FİNDİNGS:

Where did you have first ophthalmological examination?

	İNSTİTUTİON
	 NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	Private ophthalmologist
	12 (%26.6)

	Ophthalmolgy.clinic of medical faculty
	23 (%51.2)

	Ophthalmolory clinic of state hospitaj
	      10  (%22.2)


When were you first examined?

	AGE OF THE CHİLD
	NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	       0 – 36 months
	       38 ( %84.4)

	      37 –60 months
	        3  (%6.7)

	60 months
	         4  (4%8.9)


What was said?

	             THİNGS SAİD
	NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	Nothing was said
	13 (%28.9)

	 ‘nothing can be done’
	14 (%31.1)

	 ‘as the child grows, vision will increas’
	5  (%11.1)

	‘The eyes are good, the problem is in the  brain’
	13 (%28.9)


Who sent you to ophthalmologist?

	             PEOPLE
	 NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	    Experienced family members
	19 (% 42.2)

	    Child neurologist
	 9   (% 20)

	    Routine  mode of follw- up of institıtion
	 12 (%26.7)

	    Pediatrician
	 5   ( %11.1)


Why did you have ophthalmological examination?

	        REASON
	  NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	        Strabismus
	         21 (%46.6)

	        Routine assessment
	          7 (%15.6)

	        Learning diffuculties
	          1 (% 2.2)

	        Oculomotor findings
	          6 (%13.3)  

	        Absence of eye contact
	           4 (%8.9)

	        Low vision
	           4 (%8.9)

	        Nystagmus
	           2(% 4.5)


How were you treated?

	METHOD OF THERAPY
	 NUMBER OF CHİLDREN

	     Eye glasses
	       18 (%40)

	     Strabismus surgery
	         7 (15.6)

	     Strab. Surgery+ eye glasses
	         3 (%6.7)

	     Told to come controlls
	       17 (%37.7)


RESULTS:

Even though the median age was found to be 24.4 at which brain plasticity is high, none of the children were informed about anything about re/-habilitation of visual impairment.The reason of absence of such an important process  in Turkey is the lack of  medical and educational professionals.
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