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Golf is a simple sport which is popular worldwide. Players who are blind or who have low vision have been involved both socially and competitively in the sport for over sixty years.

Golf for players with visual impairment could be described as a team sport, since players need a sighted caddie to enable them to play.  Associations variously refer to the caddie as a “guide” or a “coach”, but the role is the same regardless of the term used.  Full details concerning the role of the caddy can be found on The International Blind Golf Association website www.internationalblindgolf.com or are available from any National Association. The Caddie/Guide/Coach makes it possible for a visually impaired golfer to play the game by giving information about the direction, the distance and the possible hazards in the player’s field of play.  For totally blind or severely visually impaired players, the caddie places the clubhead behind the ball and helps them to position their body so as to hit the ball in the desired direction. The Caddie also acts as a sighted guide for players to find their way around the golf course. The success of the caddy/player relationship is crucial if both are to enjoy the game.  

The first known association for blind golfers, the United States Blind Golf Association [USBGA] was established in the late 1940’s.  The association was a founder Member of The International Blind Golf Association (IBGA) which was established in 1997 at a meeting held in Perth, Western Australia, with sponsorship from Mr. Handa of Japan.  The IBGA website has links to Associations for Blind Golf throughout the world and provides descriptions of how Blind and Vision Impaired Players play the game and rules and conditions of play.

With two exceptions Blind Golf is played to the same rules as the sighted game.  All rules are approved by the Royal and Ancient Club of Saint Andrews [R&A] and the United States Golf Association [USGA]. The rules for Golfers with a disability are published in the official Rules of Golf Handbook.

Golf is a particularly good sport for blind and low vision players, as both the ball and the hole on the green are fixed targets and the players have time to address the ball correctly.  Players can play as a sole player, play alternative strokes with their caddie or play in a team event and family members and friends can act as caddies.

Most Blind Golf Associations have programs for beginners and their contact details can be found on the website referred to above.  Social golf is a pleasant and often exciting pastime but the competitive game is a serious business.  All Member countries conduct local and National championships and the IBGA conducts a world championship every two years with the next one scheduled for Japan in April 2006. 

The contact details of the Directors of IBGA are provided below and they would all be delighted to hear from any persons interested in progressing the game of Golf for Blind and Vision Impaired Persons, particularly in relation to children and young adults. 

The directors will be delighted to put enquirers in contact with organisers in their own country.

Denis McCulloch  

Canada

Telephone  1 (204) 831- 0562 

Email bdmcc@mts.net
Bob Andrews 

USA

1 850 893 4511  

email bob.andrews44@comcast.net 

Jan Dinsdale  

Northern Ireland

 44 28 9187 8487

email nibga@hotmail.com
Neil Baxter  

England

44 1992 524 024

email baxter.ebga@btopenworld.com
Haromi Fujimotto 

Japan

81 3 3333 5481

M 81 90 9380 9471

Email fujimoto@jbga.org
David Blyth 

Australia

61 3 9555 1984

email dcblyth@bigpond.net.au
Kay Hancock 

Secretary 

Australia 

61 3 9587 2718

kayhan@ozemail.com.au
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