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The educational intervention model used in Spain for students who are blind or partially sighted enables these students to achieve educational and social success. The model is based on inclusion in education, provision for which is made in current Spanish education law. Although responsibility for education in Spain lies with regional governments, all educational authorities must conform to the national education law.

At present 99% of all students with a visual disability attend mainstream schools and follow the standard school curriculum. In addition, these students receive complementary support and training tailored to meet their specific needs. The individualized curriculum may include braille literacy, new technologies, personal autonomy, O&M, study techniques, transition to adult life, etc. This support is given country-wide by itinerant teachers and specialised teachers from Educational Resource Centres (ERCs) and Specialised Teams (STs), who carry out a personalised intervention for each student.

The composition and responsibilities of each ST are regulated according to agreements entered into by ONCE and the education department in each regional government.

Interventions are performed throughout all stages of the education process, ranging from early intervention and pre-school, through compulsory education (primary and secondary), to post-compulsory and university education, and adult education. There is also support for students with other disabilities and students enrolled in special education centres.

ONCE runs ongoing training programmes for teachers from ERCs and STs, and also offers courses aimed at teachers in centres where students with a visual disability are enrolled. 

One other key area in which ONCE provides free support to students with a visual disability is in classroom accommodations and textbook adaptations. In addition, ONCE manages a University School of Physiotherapy which is held to be one of the most prestigious among universities in Spain.

Requirements And Guidelines For The Future

In order to enable our students to enjoy inclusion in employment, it is vital to provide proper guidance in education, employment skills, and to foster access to new information and communication technologies. In addition, we must keep a close eye on proposed new legislation to ensure it does not undermine inclusion, equity and equal opportunities.

It is incumbent upon ONCE to continue its efforts, ensuring that students with a visual disability enjoy the same rights as all other boys, girls, and young people. This prepares them to participate fully in academic settings, as well as in leisure activities, culture and sport, developing as the fully-fledged citizens they have the right to be.
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