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PAVIC (Parent Advocates for Visually Impaired Children, Inc.) is an organisation of parents whose children have blindness, low vision or other disabilities in the Philippines. Our vision is that every child with visual impairments will enjoy equal opportunities and access in all activities in life, according to choice and ability. We actively advocate for our children by providing support to their families and promoting partnerships with social institutions.  This work prepares parents to be better advocates for their children through awareness, acceptance, education, training and workshops.

PAVIC’s programmes and activities for parents include seminars and workshops on acceptance, good parenting practices, and early childhood intervention. For parents of children with multiple disabilities and visual impairment (MDVI), we provide transition seminars. PAVIC helps in organising parents’ support groups in different parts of the country by providing leadership training. This includes fundraising strategies, livelihood training, and most importantly, informing them about the rights of their children. We have subsidised a therapy programme that caters to needy families. PAVIC’s Parent Volunteering programme trains parents as teachers’ aides, to ensure our children with visual impairment get appropriate attention and quality instruction in the classroom. 

(Read more about it in the January 2013 issue of The Educator, pp.47-48: http://icevi.org/publications/index.htm)

Most children with multiple disabilities and visual impairment need the intervention and services of therapists, who are extremely scarce in remote areas of the country. The absence of these services creates additional developmental and educational problems for many children. PAVIC conducts therapy skills transfer training for both parents and special education teachers to compensate for the lack of therapists. (Read more about it in the January 2013 issue of The Educator, pp.45-46: http://icevi.org/publications/index.htm). 

In May 2014, PAVIC held the Fourth National Parents Congress on Visual Impairment at the Bayview Park Hotel in Manila. We offer this Parents Congress every three years, at which we discuss concerns and issues identified the preceding year at the National Parents Consultation. This year’s theme was “Ensuring Accessible and Quality Education”.  We focused on the programmes and services provided to our children by the government and other stakeholders, and on ensuring that our children will have a high-quality, inclusive education. We invited knowledgeable speakers from the government and non-government sectors. The event was attended by 148 participants; 80 from the National Capital Region (NCR); 44 from Luzon: 12 from Visayas and 12 from Mindanao. 

The impact of the Congress will extend across the Philippines, increasing PAVIC's momentum for national change and providing increased sustainability to programmes. We hope to establish partnerships with other parent groups, strengthening the national and regional networks of people advocating for their children. The Congress produced a position paper about parents’ perspective on inclusive education in the Philippines, which will be presented to concerned agencies: Department of Education, Commission on Higher Education, TESDA, National Council on Disability Affairs, and other stakeholders. We are working on an action plan for collaborating with other agencies and government officials. 

The parents’ congress has been made possible in partnership with Perkins International, Lions Club International Foundation (LCIF), and International Council for the Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI); and in collaboration with the National Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA), the Department of Education and the Resources for the Blind, Inc.

PAVIC also has activities to promote public awareness, including the annual White Cane Day Celebration on August 1, and our yearly March sports event named VISTA (Visually Impaired Sports Training and Advocacy), where we partner with both government agencies and Non- Government Organisation (NGO).
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