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The American Printing House for the Blind has been a center for research on literacy and learning since its founding in Louisville, Kentucky in 1858.  Over the last twenty years, the company has dramatically expanded its value for outside researchers.  Scholars and teachers can take advantage of these resources both on-line and in person at the APH campus.  

Barr Library


With the creation of its educational research division in 1950, the Printing House began accumulating reference materials in its specific areas of interest including tactile graphics, braille, low vision, early childhood development, technology, tests and assessments, adult life, and multiple disabilities.  Much of the material is of an educational nature, such as in-service or teacher training material, as well as blindness-related research reports, periodicals, and pamphlets. In addition, the library serves as a depository for unpublished reports submitted by APH research staff, reprints of journal articles, and books and journals used by the APH research department.  Researchers can access the collection in the lovely Barr Library Reading Room, which was recently remodeled as part of the Hall of Fame for Leaders and Legends of the Blindness Field.  You can make an appointment to use the Barr by calling 800-223-1839 or by email at resource@aph.org.

Louis Database


APH maintains the Louis Database of Accessible Materials, named in honor of Louis Braille.  Louis holds information on accessible print materials produced by about 160 organizations throughout the U.S., assisting educators, administrators and those who are visually impaired in locating accessible books and materials in an efficient manner. These materials include books in braille, large print, audio, and electronic file format. The database is available at aph.org.
Museum of the American Printing House for the Blind


The APH Museum was opened in 1994.  Its accessible exhibits on first books, reading and writing, early printing and embossing machinery, braillewriters, orientation and mobility, talking books, and educational aids make it a “must visit” for anyone interested in education for people with vision loss.  Behind the scenes, the museum has recently added the AER Orientation and Mobility Division Warren Bledsoe Archives, the Braille Authority of North America Archives, the John Milton Society/Society for Providing Evangelical Religious Literature for the Blind Papers, and numerous other resources.  In addition, the APH corporate archives contain significant historical correspondence between APH and leaders across the blindness field.  Researchers can access the collection by calling Anne Rich at 502-899-2364 or at arich@aph.org.  Some materials are on-line at aph.org/museum.

M. C. Migel Memorial Library


The Migel Library was originally created in 1926 at the American Foundation for the Blind in New York.  By the 1960s, it was considered one of the largest collections of material on non-medical aspects of blindness in the world.  It moved to the APH campus in Louisville in 2009, marking a major new commitment by APH to blindness research.

The APH Migel Library catalog is now available on-line and open for business. Information on more than 14,000 titles is available at migel.aph.org.  Users can search the collection, learn more about its history, read the library’s use polices, make an appointment to visit the library, and follow links to other major collections that research the blindness field.  In addition, you’ll find links on hundreds of titles to accessible scans of the original book.  You can also browse through titles from the Migel Library at Internet Archive: www.archive.org/details/aphmigel. In the coming months, titles will continue to be digitized, additional finding aids for subtopics such as orientation & mobility and deaf-blindness will be created, and cataloging information will continue to be added and refined.  In addition, new titles are constantly being added to the database.  For more information call 800-223-1839 or email migel@aph.org.
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