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Introduction

Senehasa is a concept of former President of Sri Lanka Army (SLA) Seva Vanitha Unit
 (SVU), Mrs. Anoma Fonseka (2005- 2009). During the civil war in Sri Lanka, a large number of military officers, soldiers had to stay a long time in northern and eastern areas without getting their due leaves. As a result of this situation their wives, and pregnant wives were alone in their homes, and they suffered with severe emotional problems. Many pregnant wives gave birth to disabled babies with vision, hearing, intellectual, and physical impairments. However Mrs. Fonseka was very much concerned about these facts and had discussions with the Commander of the SLA. In addition Mrs. Fonseka discussed with the academics of the Department of Special Needs Education (SNE) of the Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL) how to educate all members of the SVU. The academics of the OUSL supported them conducting workshops, how to identify children with special education needs (SEN), how to intervene them early as possible, and also what are basic teaching learning methods. The members of the SVU wanted to establish a school and the residential facilities for the children with different disabilities of SLA officers and soldiers. 

Senehasa Education, Resource, Research and Information Centre (SERRIC)

After very comprehensive discussion with the professionals in the field of special needs education SVU decided to establish not only a school, but also a Centre to support and provide necessary information to the field of SEN. As a result SVU  established the SERRIC, a Centre, under the Sri Lanka Army, to emphasize on the needs, dreams and aspirations of children with special needs education of military families, born during the period of the civil war. It has broad vision towards an inclusive society that pledges equality, fullest participation and spiritual wellbeing of these. 

Vision & Mission of the SERRIC 

	The vision of the SERRIC is “towards an inclusive society that pledges equality, fullest participation and spiritual wellbeing”. The mission of the SERRIC’s are as follows: 

· Provide an equal platform to children.
· Provide educational, spiritual, clinical and professional assistance for the development of children. 
· Create opportunities and open access for children to learn, grow and develop their skills and strengths while ensuring quality education, social opportunities and independent living. 
· Create an environment conducive for research. 
· Children to be productive and salutary citizens in an inclusive society.
In addition SERRIC has developed the following short term and long term objectives to provide maximum services for children of military families with special education needs.
· Identify, assess innate abilities, strengths and weaknesses.
· Ensure Early Intervention. 
· Formulate an IEP unique for each child.
· Uplift spiritual well-being.
· Clinical support for each unique need. 
· Professional assistance. 
· Share information and resources with society. 
· Parental guidance and counselling.
· Develop social and daily living skills.
· Promote research for the development of children 
· Coordinate and work closely with government and NGOs. 
· Provide guidance for the  enrolment to a school. 
· Design teaching/learning assistive aids and devices unique to the individual child. 
· Design and implement student centred adaptations for national level curriculum, examinations and sports events.
· Provide pre-vocational training unique to the individual.
Senehasa family

There are approximately over 600 children with special education needs including, blind, low vision, intellectual disabilities, physical disabilities, multiple disabilities etc. and several requests are been made from these military families, but SERRIC is able to provide academic services to approximately150 children and in house accommodation for 40 children as per the need of their need. SERRIC does not operate as a school nor is it a children’s home but established to cater for services beyond academics and care giving. 


Senehasa services 

SERRIC provides resources, an environment to conduct research and a freely open portal for information. Specializing in workshops and seminars SERRIC will provide an opportunity to those who are interested in child development and special education. SERRIC believe in equality and fullest participation is essential in developing an inclusive society and will provide necessary individualized services necessary to progress towards an inclusive society. SERRIC offers diverse, fun filled activities for children and resource, research and information base for parents, caregiver, academics and research personnel. SERRIC provides an equal platform to children, educational, spiritual, clinical and professional assistance for the development of children, create opportunities and open access for children to learn, grow and develop their skills and strengths while ensuring quality education, social opportunities and independent living, to be productive and salutary citizens in an inclusive society. 
Senehasa School 

First of all SVU wanted to establish a school to provide educational facilities for children with SEN of military families. Therefore, SVU recruited ten (10) young teachers into military service, and gave ten days pre-service training with the support of the professionals of the field of SEN. In 2012/03/05 SVU started Senehasa School with 38 children with SEN, and currently it serves more than 150 children. 

Other services 

The concept of Senehasa has expanded its services other than facilitating education. Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, Hydro-therapy, Speech and Educational Therapy, Dental Unit, Music and Movement, Daily Living Skills, Multi-sensory approach , Audio Visual resources, IT, Screening Tests, Parental Guidance Workshops, Teacher Training Workshops are included its broad services. Also now the services of SERRIC has been extended to the other forces such as Sri Lanka navy, Sri Lanka Air Force and Sri Lanka Police as well.  SERRIC does not operate as a school nor is it a children’s home. Established to cater for services beyond academics and care giving, SERRIC provides resources, an environment to conduct research and a freely open portal for information. Specializing in workshops and seminars SERRIC will provide an opportunity to those who are interested in child development and special education. SERRIC is backed by an imminent group of resource persons in academics, health, engineering and designing to ensure that children receive the best possible care and assistance. Further, it gives an opportunity for professionals in isolated fields work together towards a common goal.

Current Status 

The present Commander of the Sri Lanka Army has taken a decision to handover the responsibility of SERRIC to Mrs. Anoma Fonseka, the founder of SERRIC as requested by Mrs. Fonseka. Mrs. Fonseka is also the present Chairperson of Ranaviru Seva Authority
 (RSA). Therefore, RSA is now planning to promote the current services of SERRIC.

Observed problems of Senehasa Children 

Some children experience difficulties in school, ranging from problems with concentration, learning, language, and perception to problems with behaviour and/or making and keeping friends. These difficulties may be due to one or more of the following:

· physical disorders, 

· psychiatric disorders, 

· emotional problems, 

· behavioural problems,  

· learning disorders (or disabilities).

Children with such special needs are usually entitled to receive additional services or accommodations through the public schools. Compulsory education in Sri Lanka mandates that every child receives a free and appropriate education in the least restrictive environment possible. However, may request evaluation children again to determine his or her needs for special education and/or related services. The evaluation may include psychological and educational testing, a speech and language evaluation, occupational therapy assessment and a behavioural analysis. The results of the evaluation determine the child needs to receive a range of services and an Individualized Education Program (IEP) . Examples of categories of services in IEPs include: Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, Speech and Language Therapy, and/or the provision of a classroom aide. 

Future plans

· The present administration is highly concerned to develop a programmes for special education be linked with regular education (a) to increase the capability of the total system to make more flexible responses to changes in the behaviour of individual students and to changing conditions in schools and society, and (b) to permit all elements of the system to influence the policies and programs of the others.

· Special education must provide an administrative organization to facilitate achievement for children with SEN of the same educational goals as those pursued by other children. This purpose can be achieved through structures that are sufficiently compatible with those employed by regular education to ensure easy, unbroken passage of children across regular-special education administrative lines for whatever period of time may be necessary, as well as by structures that are sufficiently flexible to adjust quickly to changing task demands and child growth needs.

· SERRIC administration is highly concerned of Inclusive Education, and therefore SERRIC will invite all educators, other professionals, and family members to work together to create early intervention, educational, and vocational programs and experiences that are collegial, inclusive, and responsive to the diversity of children, youth, and young adults. 

· Policy makers at the highest levels of state/provincial and local government, as well as school administration, also must support inclusion in the educational reforms they espouse. 

· SERRIC is looking forward continuing professional development for our staff to work effectively with children, youth, and young adults representing a wide range of abilities and disabilities, experiences, cultural and linguistic backgrounds, attitudes, and expectations. Moreover, they should be trained with an emphasis on their roles in inclusive schools and community settings. They also must learn the importance of establishing ambitious goals for their students and of using appropriate means of monitoring the progress of children, youth, and young adults.  

SERRIC Conceptual Model for Future Services 
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� Army Seva Vanitha Unit provides for the membership of the organization to be comprised of the spouses of Army Officers as well as Lady Officers, under the leadership of the wife of the reigning Commander of the Army


� The Ranaviru Seva Authority (RSA) is a body that is solely entrusted to look into and implement welfare measures for armed services personnel and their families. Particular attention is paid for partially or fully disabled war heroes and their dependents, families of war heroes missing in action during the operations
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