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In the Philippines, there are not enough trained special education (SPED) or resource room teachers for students with visual impairment in the public schools, especially in remoter regions. There are SPED teachers who have students with visual impairments, and are responsible for students in general education classes as well. In many situations, a special education teacher is responsible for between four and ten students who are visually impaired with other disabilities in her class. Each child has a different level of skills, different behavioural problems and different needs. The demands on the teachers’ time and skills make it difficult to give each child the attention he or she needs.

Parents Advocates for Visually Impaired Children (PAVIC) developed the idea of training parent volunteers to serve as teachers’ aides. The goal of this project is to help special education teachers provide quality education to children with multiple disabilities with visual impairments (MDVI) by training classroom helpers.
Through this Training Parent Volunteers project, PAVIC intends to create a pool of trained aides who will ease the pressures on SPED teachers. The assistance of the trained volunteers will give the professional teachers more time to plan and provide quality education to children with visual impairments.
The training for these parent volunteers has 5 stages:

1. 
PAVIC, in collaboration with Resources for the Blind (RBI) and special education teachers, creates the curriculum.

2. 
Parent volunteers participate in an intensive eight-day training.

3. 
Volunteers undergo 40 hours of hands-on training at RBI Pre-School.

4. 
Trainees log 240 hours of on-the-job-training in their respective schools. 

5. 
After passing an examination, parent volunteers assume their duties in school classrooms.

In this first year of the program’s implementation (2012-2013), 17 parent volunteers from 13 different public schools have been trained. Eight of the schools are in the National Capital Region (greater Manila) and five schools are from nearby provinces. We targeted schools that have more than 5 children with multiple disabilities and visual impairment (MDVI), and invited them to send parents to be trained in our program. 

There are a number of requirements for the program candidates. Each volunteer must be a parent of a visually impaired child. The parents must complete all stages of the training, and must report to their respective schools regularly. The volunteers need at least an elementary education. The preparation is very intensive, especially during the initial eight-day training period. Later, as volunteers, they work at least a four-hour day. Often, Philippine parents accompany their children to school and stay nearby until classes are dismissed. Therefore, in many cases, the parent volunteers were on hand anyway, and now have the opportunity to earn a small daily allowance as well.

It is important to emphasize that the parent volunteers will not be employed as substitutes for special education teachers -- they assist the teacher but they do not teach. Their activities include helping during playtime, snack time or break time, assisting children with assigned activities while the teacher is attending to other students, accompanying children to the rest room, helping the teacher prepare instructional materials, transcribing print text into braille, and much more.

The modules covered in the training include:

1. 
Role of Parent Volunteers;

2. 
Overview: Beliefs & Attitudes towards Learners with Visual Impairments and Multiple Disabilities;

3. 
Laws on Human Rights of Children with Disabilities, including specific laws in the Magna Carta and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD);

4. 
Understanding Multiple Disability with Visual Impairments;

5. 
Behaviour Management;

6. 
First Aid;

7. 
Daily Living Skills (Self-Help) and Orientation & Mobility;

8. 
Basic Braille Reading & Writing;

9. 
Basic Math/Abacus (Reading, Writing, Setting of Numbers).

We’re on our first year of implementation, and the 17 parent volunteers now report to their respective schools to assist their SPED teachers during class hours. PAVIC manages the program and is conducting a monthly monitoring of the performance of the parent volunteers. Additionally there will be a quarterly monitoring and summative evaluation. The success of this project will be measured by: 

1. Statistics and physical target;

2. Number of parents trained;

3. Number of teachers and schools participating;

4. Number of parent volunteers participating in school;

5. Number of children helped. 

Success Stories

A six-year-old girl didn’t know how to pull her pants up or down when going to the restroom. With the help of the parent volunteer, she can now pull up her pants by herself. It will take a little more time before she can be totally independent in going to the restroom. 

A 24-year-old with low vision and a learning disability has difficulty in reading and writing. Due to the perseverance of his special education teacher and PAVIC’s parent volunteer, his skills have improved greatly. With the help of the aide, he is now starting to read words and sentences, can create a market list, jot down recipes or instructions, and cook.

We hope that the Department of Education and the local government will see the importance of the parent volunteers in the development of our children with MDVI, and adopt the program throughout the country. Although we have a shortage of special education teachers, the assistance of the trained parent volunteers makes it possible to provide a quality education to children with visual impairment and additional disabilities.

PAVIC is enthusiastic about this parent volunteer program, and looks forward to it continued success in the next year. PAVIC hopes to expand to more provinces, particularly Visayas and Mindanao, where appropriate educational services are badly needed.

This project is sponsored by Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID), in partnership with the Department of Education and Resources for the Blind, Inc.
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