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Transition Planning Asia http://www.transitionplanningasia.org/ is a new website, designed to be a practical resource for teachers, rehabilitation workers, parents, and youth. The site offers an online forum for conducting discussion and sharing questions, concerns, and lessons learned in facilitating successful transition outcomes for students with multiple disabilities and visual impairment. The interactive features allow users to post case studies, functional activities, examples of transition programs, planning tools, and other resources from around the Asia Region. 

Transition Planning Asia is a collaboration between Perkins International and its partners in Asia, ten countries where the organisations have been working to support transition activities. These countries are Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. While the original site is in English, there are resources and activities in Asian languages. In addition, there is a built-in translation feature for 14 Asian languages.

Transition refers to the preparation for and the move from school or childhood into adult life. It includes participation in vocational and social activities, and being an active member of the community in which one lives. Because many of the youth in the region do not attend school, transition is broadly interpreted to mean increased engagement in the community as an adult. Given the limited resources in many developing countries, this site serves as a potential model for sharing information at great distances. Some of the site’s users may have had formal training as teachers or rehabilitation workers, but others will rely on tools such as those built into the site to learn more about the topic of transition.

The site is divided into seven content areas:

Transition

Here users will find an overview of the process for creating a successful and happy life as an adult. Included are tools and examples of plans, and information about the preparation, planning, and personnel needed to begin a successful transition.

Personal Futures Planning
This explores a useful process for planning the next stage of an individual's life. Typically the team includes a person's family and teacher or rehabilitation worker, as well as friends, neighbors, and people of significance in the individual's life. They gather together with the target-person to focus on future plans, with an emphasis on what the individual likes and what they can do, rather than on a pre-defined outcome. Included is an introductory video from Blind People’s Association in India, called Making Dreams Real.
Transition Programmes
This section showcases a number of sample programmes in the Asia region. There are many different types of programmes for youth who are blind or visually impaired with additional disabilities. Some are in residential schools for the blind, while some are in ordinary schools with their sighted peers. Still others do not attend school and are served by Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Services. There is no single type of programme that is best for all youth, and services will depend on what is available in a specific area.
Functional Activities
This section presents an overview and a template for creating functional activities in which many skills are taught through a single undertaking.In a cooking activity, for example, it is possible to work on math skills (counting, measuring, estimating, comparing), reading (recipe), writing (shopping list or experience story afterward), communication (making choices, naming ingredients), fine motor (grasp and release, opening and closing containers, stirring, increasing finger and hand strength), social skills, daily living skills, and more. Other examples include making cookies, purchasing snacks, packaging snacks, and a visit to the post office. These activities are often a good place for teachers or parents to begin, and are suitable for young children as well as teenagers. This is one of the areas in which users are invited to submit content and can post their own ideas for functional activities.

Case Studies
Users can read about and share their own accounts of transitions, including problems, frustrations, and triumphs. Young adults, parents, and teachers are encouraged to share their experiences.

Resources
This section offers a rich collection of online books, information, courses, and links to agencies that assist with transition.

Forum
This is an interactive section that invites parents and educators to communicate and share advice and experiences.

For those wishing to learn more about the site, there is a webinar available free of charge on the Perkins website at: http://www.perkins.org/resources/webinars/
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