Education Seminar 2017 

13 February 2017
08:00-09:00 Registration

09:00-10:30 Session 1 – Inauguration and Status reports – Chairperson Praveena Sukhraj-Ely

· Announcements: Jace Nair, CEO Blind SA

· Prayer: CJP Brits – Chairperson SGB
· National Anthem: Prinshof

· School Choir: Prinshof

· Welcome : Karin Swart, Principal Prinshof
· Presentation by Blind SA - Cathy Donaldson, President
· Presentation by ICEVI, Frances Gentle, President ICEVI
· Launch of Daisy Book, Christo de Klerk - Blind SA, Deena Moodley – Daisy South Africa
· Presentation by Gauteng Department of Education – Hester Costa, Chief Director: Inclusion and Special Schools, GDE
· Presentation from the Disability Rights Management Office of the Premier Gauteng -

· Keynote: Judge Zak Yacoob

10:30-11:00 Tea

11:00-12:30 Session 2 - Plenary – Chairperson Judge Zak Yacoob
The South African Experience and Challenges

· Comparing special and mainstreaming Education from a blind learner’s perspective: Prinshof – Collete Roos 
· Different experiences by a learner: Prinshof - Khensani Mokhari
· Including a learner with a visual impairment:  A Mainstream School Perspective – Barbara Joffe – Rivonia Primary School
· Different experiences by a teacher: Rene Louw - Prinshof
· Different experiences by a parent: Londiwe Mbatha - Prinshof
· A perspective on Inclusive Education - Jenny Hoff - Pacsen Gauteng

· Left in the Dark  - Bhavna Ramji - Section 27

 
Resource Persons: Frances Gentle – ICEVI, Mike Delaney - ICEVI, Susan LaVenture – ICEVI, Praveena Sukhraj-Ely – ICEVI 
 
12:30-13:30 Lunch
13:30-15:00 Session 3 – Parallel Sessions

Parallel session 3.1: Synergies between the Roles of the Department of Education, Special Schools, Mainstream Schools, District-Based Support Teams, Teachers and Parents, Orientation & Mobility and Support Services – Chairperson Praveena Sukhraj-Ely
· District Based Support Team, Schools, Educator Collaboration – Ignatius du Preez - GDE
· Orientation & Mobility: Vital for the development and progress of blind children - Ian Hutton - SANBT & OMAG
· Reviewing partnership and collaboration in the implementation of inclusive education for blind and partially sighted learners “The SANCB’s perspective in aiding a visually challenged child in the sphere of education” – Thomas Simelane - SANCB  

· The links between the special school and mainstream school in facilitating inclusive education – Bhushan Punani - ICEVI
· Teaching Blind Learners Against the Background of Poverty and Rurality in KwaZulu Natal – A Special School’s Perspective – Prem Mathgopaul

· Resource Persons:   Rima Canawati - ICEVI, Gertrude Oforiwa Fefoame – ICEVI,  Terje Iversen - ICEVI,  Elsa Veldsman - Prinshof

Parallel session 3.2: Early Childhood Development – Chairperson Susan Bam
· A brief overview of the current state of inclusion of blind children in Early Childhood Development in South Africa -Christo de Klerk - Blind SA

· Blind ... means more than not able to see - Jeannette Kilian - Children’s Disability Training Centre “CDTC”

· How visual impairment affects Early Childhood Development - Kay Ferrell - ICEVI

· Pre Braille Skills: Background and programme at Sibonile School – Lindiwe Mhlungu and Seipati Fanyane

· Multi-sensory approaches in Early Childhood - Frances Gentle - ICEVI

Resource Persons: Nandini Rawal - ICEVI,  Christina Sanz – ICEVI,  Hans Welling – ICEVI,  Angela Affran – Perkins International
15:00-15:30  Tea
15:30-17:00 Session 4 – Parallel Sessions

Parallel session 4.1: Teacher training and support, Role and training of itinerant teachers, facilitators and teacher aides – Chairperson Cathy Donaldson

· Professional standards for general and specialist teachers - Frances Gentle - ICEVI
· Teach and Reach: The launch of the Perkins International Academy – Mike Delaney - ICEVI
· The status of teacher training courses for teachers in South Africa -  Siva Moodley - UNISA

Resource Persons: Kevin Carrey - ICEVI, Bushan Punani – ICEVI, Ben Clare – ICEVI, Martin Kieti –ICEVI
Parallel Session 4.2: Advocating for maths and science and the practical teaching thereof – Chairperson Ntshavheni Netshituni 

· Maths & Science: The challenges and opportunities for blind and partially sighted learners - Francois  Prinsloo - Prinshof

·  MNG Mani - ICEVI
Resource Persons: Francois Prinsloo – Prinshof,   MNG Mani – ICEVI    
 
14 February 2017 

09:00-10:30   Session 5 – Parallel Sessions
 
Parallel Session 5.1:  Braille, DAISY – Accessible textbooks, Learner Teacher Support Material (LTSM) and other learning materials, Assistive devices and adapted and mainstream technology – Chairperson Christo de Klerk

· Education and the role of technology in the learning and teaching of learners with visual impairments - Kevin Carrey - ICEVI

· Importance of LTSM at schools for the blind - Ofentse Manyane - Blind SA

· The Production of LTSM in braille – a South African Perspective - Philip Jordaan - Blind SA

·  Progress made and support needed - Nausheen Ameen – GDE

· A Practical Demonstration of the Role Daisy Can Play in the Education of Blind Learners – Deena Moodley – Daisy South Africa/Susan van Wyk – Blind SA

Resource Persons: Ben Clare – ICEVI, Colin Low – ICEVI, Aria Indrawati – ICEVI, Ntshavheni Netshetuni – SABA
Parallel Session 5.2: Teaching Deafblind and blind multiple disable learners with the primary disability being visual impairment – Chairperson Philip Dobson 

· Probing and encouraging communication activities with Deafblind learners including those with additional disabilities - Sam Boshielo - Känguru Institute for the disabled
· Starting Services for Children with Deafblindness and Multiple Disability in Rural and Poor Areas - Nandini Rawal - ICEVI

· Programme of Deafblind at Sibonile – Thapelo Kgoboko - Sibonile

Resource Persons: Kay Farrell – ICEVI, Christina Sanz – ICEVI, Bhushan Punani – ICEVI, Dave Power - ICEVI
10:30-11:00 Tea

11:00-12:30 Session 6 – (Plenary) – Chairperson Jace Nair

· Feedback from Session Chairpersons

· Domesticating the ICEVI in South Africa – Selaelo Makgato – Office of the Premier Limpopo

Resource Persons: ICEVI Experts on Panel to field Questions and answers

Panel: Frances Gentle – ICEVI, Colin Low – ICEVI, Nandini Rawal – ICEVI and M.N.G. Mani - ICEVI

12:30-13:30 Lunch

13:30-15:00 Session 7 – (Plenary) – Chairperson Judge Zak Yacoob – Scribe: Prinshof
· Resolutions and Way Forward

· Closing statements by Gauteng Department of Education – Hester Costa
· Closing statements by Blind SA - Susan Bam 

· Vote of thanks - Jace Nair – CEO - Blind SA
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