“I do like it” A new braille reading program for children
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‘I do like it’ is a new braille reading program designed to tap into the interests of students who are learning to read braille. The program currently consists of eight books that can be customised to suit a students particular interests.

The program commences with single cell words and little punctuation, the capital sign being the only punctuation used in the first three books. The fundamental process of the program is that the Repeated Reading technique is used throughout.

The process of repeated reading results in the text being predictable, initially the student is relying more on memory than decoding. Repeated Reading requires the student to listen to the text first, then read along with an adult. The student then reads alone and is timed for one minute. The number of words per minute is recorded. In the second timed reading, the student attempts to achieve more words per minute than the previous attempt. As many practices as desired can be had between readings.

The program was developed with the knowledge that reading by touch in the early stages, is achieved at a greater rate if the word length is small (Millar, 1997). Because of this, grade two contracted braille has been used as it lends itself to greater fluency. This is reflected in an unpublished longitudinal study of testing between ‘constanant vowel constanant’ words and contracted braille (Using ‘Tooze Braille Speed Test’  & ‘Lorrimer Braille Recognition Test’).

Word shape and length are a key factor in reducing the amount of decoding required. There is only one two-cell word in book one, the word said (sd in braille). The other two words of more than one cell are the students name and the name of a friend. (The names hopefully are tactually different to each other.) 

In book two, there are options when reading about food. The first option is a long word (possibly hamburger or sandwich) the other option is a two word combination for a food (eg hot chips or fruit salad). The student is not required to decode the words, only to see if it is a long word or two short words.

The program is a basal reading program, where by the vocabulary in book one is used and built on in further books. The student develops a bank of vocabulary words.

The format of ‘I do like it’ is that one to two words are introduced on each page, in the top left corner and underlined. Some pages are reserved for revision. Students who have a little vision can have the word or text written in large print above or on the opposite page, as the stories are provided in Word also.

The introduction of new words is dependent on the complexity of the braille contraction. That is, that Stand Alone Word Signs are introduced earlier than Dot 456 Word Signs and Final Contractions. Some of the less common words, such as ‘perceiving’ have not been included to date.

Each line of braille text is preceded by lead-in lines and concluded with lead-out lines. These are dots 2 & 5 repeated three times, Dianne Wormsley (2003) suggested using two of these at the start of a single word. The lead-in lines help to orient the students to braille reading before decoding is required, it also encourages the left to right motion rather than the ‘scrubbing’ action. The lead-in lines also make it tactually easier to locate the beginning of a new line. The lead-out lines prevent the student from leaving out words located towards the end of the line, this is particularly common with single cell words.

All books can be customised to suit the student’s preferences. The ‘Replace’ function in Duxbury Braille Translation Software allows names, interests and food preferences to be altered to suit the individual.

The program has been used in the past three years with over twenty students. Because of its ease to produce and for the student to gain rapid meaning from words, it has been successful with each student. The most obvious anecdotal result is that the students appear confident and motivated, not always so, using other programs.

Initially designed to teach students with an understanding of literacy, generally through print, the program can also be broken down to teach with those who are just learning to read. The progress is moderated so that the child has an understanding of a word, the letters in a word, and a special short cut that can be taken in braille.

The number of books will increase both vertically and laterally. The growth in the book levels will be driven by the current needs of the students. The lateral growth will also reflect students needs. For some, the progression is too rapid, more reading experience is required at a static level.

The program is purchased on disk for a nominal price. This includes; all books in Duxbury format, both British Braille with Capitals and unified English Braille; all books in Word format and the manual.

The scheme is not designed as a self teaching process, (although it has been used as one).

There is still the necessity to teach, talk and make each page exciting, the scheme in itself is repetitive and can be extremely boring. To avoid this, it is recommended that the manual be consulted as to what is the focus on each page. Some students have found it to be tedious and they have chosen to accelerate themselves by skipping parts of a page or even pages at a time.

‘I do like it’ is not a complete reading scheme. It does not replace phonemic awareness activities, word families, on-set and rime etc. It is a small aspect of the reading experience, it serves to help a learner understand very quickly that words have meaning.
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