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Global Action Week (2014); 

Equal Right, Equal Opportunity - Inclusive Education for Children with Disability
ICEVI engagement 

1) In respective Focus Countries, ICEVI engaged national associations of the blind (which are its national representatives) to influence the Global Action Week (GAW). This year’s GAW with the theme on education and disability has seen tremendous improvement in networking and collaboration between these associations and other partners in the disability and development sector in respective countries. The partners shared their experiences and expertise with the Global Campaign for Education (GCE) national representatives to plan and execute event.
2) So far five countries have confirmed to have successfully held their Global Action Week grand celebrations. These include Mali, Burkina Faso, Mozambique, Ghana and Malawi, with complete reports having been specifically received from Mali and Burkina Faso. 
3) In some countries like Burkina Faso, Malawi, Kenya and Ghana the national associations of the blind sit on boards and various committees of the GCE national representatives and this has in turn improved EFA-VI Campaign activities implementation. This relationship most certainly impacted positively on GAW planning and forthwith implementation since the GCE national representatives had to reach out to DPOs including the national associations of the blind for technical support. Thanks to the 2014 GAW whose theme touched on disability, and the integration is also attributed to advocacy efforts put up by ICEVI and EFA-VI Campaign among other partners. 
Objective(s)
1) Most national association of the blind prepared briefs on the state of education of learners with visual impairment in their respective countries. The briefs were included in the GAW pronouncements before and in the course of the week. The briefs that in turn contributed/ boosted general GAW statements included figures; enrolment, retention and transition rates, policy development and or implementation, teacher training, physical accessibility, etc. There were sound publications from Kenya, Ghana, Burkina Faso and Mali. 
2) ICEVI ensured that the national associations of the blind followed the main objective of the GAW at the same time raising the visibility of EFA-VI in the joint venture through their contributions (see below). 
Timelines 
1) 4th – 10th May were the dates earmarked for this year’s GAW. 
2) ICEVI can as of today confirm that Mali and Burkina Faso held their grand celebrations on 6th and 8th May respectively. Kenya was expected to hold the grand celebrations of its GAW on Thursday 8th but this was postponed to a later date due to security reasons. 
3) The ICEVI Africa Regional Coordinator is expecting reports from other Focus Countries early the following week of the GAW. 
ICEVI’s contribution through associations of the blind 
1) Active participation of national associations of the blind in periodic GAW planning meetings as initiated by the GCE national representatives. Initially the meetings were twice a month but in the month of April the intensity increased to weekly basis. This is as observed in most Focus Countries.  
2) Mobilizing learners with visual impairment from school, colleges and universities. 
· In Mali for instance a majority of learners were those with visual impairment also since the function took place in the association’s (l’UMAV) premises.
· During the celebrations in Burkina Faso a majority of learners that attended were from ABPAM (the national association of the blind) school for the blind. ABPAM was the lead DPO in mobilizing learners with disabilities. 
· In Mozambique ACAMO (the national association of the blind) dominated mobilization of participants. This year’s grand celebrations in the country were conducted in the northern province of Nampula in partnership with Sightsavers, Light for the World and other partners.  
· In Kenya the Kenya Union of the Blind and the Kenya Society for the Blind together with the Kenya National Association of the Intellectually Handicapped dominated as the only DPOs in mobilizing participants. 
1) Mobilizing teachers and parents from the said institutions and communities respectively.
2) Giving reasonable financial contributions to the GAW in line with respective budgets. Direct contributions were made to GCE national representatives and ICEVI’s support was acknowledged. This year’s EFA-VI budget had a line towards support of GAW. Focus Countries were awarded based on creativity and innovation in their plans for GAW. (Financial award report available). 
3) EFA-VI Campaign in Mali was launched during the GAW celebrations. 
4) The ICEVI Africa Regional Coordinator was present at the Mali and Burkina Faso grand celebrations. He strengthened existing and made new very useful contacts. 
Monitoring and reporting 
a. The Regional Coordinator got briefs from national association of the blind and in some cases directly from GCE national representatives through minutes of meeting discussions. 
b. A full report with photos and footage shall be availed in the course of the month of May.  
ICEVI recommendations 
1) We need to support and influence more countries with potential like Tanzania, Lesotho, South Africa and The Gambia to formulate such education consortiums/ GCE national representatives since they have proved to be a good tool for advocacy and networking. 

2) DPOs therefore must take advantage of the above availed tool to increase their level of advocacy in disability and education. This will most certainly impact positively on mainstreaming and inclusive development away from creating separate and disability specific entities. After this GAW we should not sit down and wait for another GAW with a particular theme on disability. DPOs/ INGOs MUST work with GCE and GCE national representatives for disability mainstreaming of every theme. 

3) The GCE national representatives need to incorporate DPOs and other I/NGOs in disability and development work in their activities even beyond this year’s GAW to enable the achievement of global Education for All, EFA. 
-End-
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