Useful Internet Resources

Jan Seymour-Ford, Research Librarian, Perkins School for the Blind, U.S.A.

This is the first in a series of articles presenting information useful to educators who work with students who are blind or visually impaired. In this issue, we review some valuable full-text documents and books that are available on the internet. The information provides a basic foundation of knowledge about education for students with blindness or visual impairment.

Education of Visually Impaired Pupils in Ordinary School

J. Kirk Horton (1988), UNESCO.

This 134-page handbook advises the general classroom teacher on teaching both the basic curriculum and the additional skills needed by students with visual impairment. Particularly appropriate for schools in rural areas or with few resources, it includes advice on materials, adaptations, and teaching braille literacy.

http://www.uam.es/personal_pdi/psicologia/agonzale/2005/Discap/Libros/GuideVisualUnesco.pdf
First Steps: A Handbook for Teaching Young Children Who Are Visually Impaired

Blind Childrens Center (1993).

An overview of the development and educational needs of young children with visual impairments. Includes information about developmental differences, causes of visual impairment, impact upon family life of a child's blindness, and advice for stimulating development in areas affected by visual impairment.

http://www.eric.ed.gov/PDFS/ED404838.pdf
Helping Children Who Are Blind: Family and Community Support for Children with Vision Problems

Sandy Niemann, Namita Jacob (2000). The Hesperian Foundation.

Aimed at parents in poor or rural areas, describes how to help a child who is blind develop strength, self-esteem, and many other skills, including communication and mobility. Profusely illustrated, it includes many activities that foster development and independence.

http://hesperian.org/books-and-resources/ 

Also available in Spanish and Arabic:

http://hesperian.org/books-and-resources/resources-in-spanish/ 

http://hesperian.org/books-and-resources/resources-in-arabic/
The Impact of Vision Loss on the Development of Children from Birth to 12 Years

Canadian National Institute for the Blind (2007).

A succinct outline of the effect that visual impairment has on a child's development in physical, cognitive, language, social, and emotional areas; as well as on family interactions, play, daily living skills, orientation, mobility, and self-esteem.

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/assets/documents/Outreach/handouts/pre-school/HANDOUT-The%20Impact%20of%20Vision%20Loss%20on%20the%20Development%20of%20Children%20from%20Birth%20to%2012.pdf
Infants and Toddlers with Visual Impairments

Virginia E. Bishop (1998). Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

This 40-page booklet emphasises the importance of identifying vision impairments early. There is an overview of the effects of visual impairment on infant development, and recommended activities to help the child develop in those areas that are impacted by the impairment.

http://www.tsbvi.edu/curriculum-a-publications/1051-infants-and-toddlers-with-visual-impairments-by-virginia-bishop
Preschool Children with Visual Impairments

Virginia E. Bishop (1996). Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

This booklet is an “introductory guidebook to help early childhood teachers understand what a visual impairment is, how a visual impairment affects early development, and why early intervention is so critical to these children.” Includes advice for teachers on understanding the needs of preschoolers with visual impairments, and classroom activities that are well-adapted to their abilities.

http://www.tsbvi.edu/curriculum-a-publications/3/1069-preschool-children-with-visual-impairments-by-virginia-bishop
Teaching children with sensory impairment: Strategies for mainstream teachers : Vision impairment

Karen Waldron, Michael Steer, Dolly Bhargava (2006). Trinity University/Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children.

A collaborative project by teachers in the U.S., Australia, and New Zealand. Drawing upon their training and experience, they share advice for including students with visual impairments in general classrooms. There is a great deal of information about classroom accommodations and teaching strategies. 

http://www.trinity.edu/org/sensoryimpairments/ 
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