World Blind Union

The World Blind Union (WBU) is the internationally recognized organization, representing the 285 million blind and partially sighted persons in 190 member countries.  WBU acts as the Voice of the Blind, speaking to governments and international bodies on issues concerning blindness and visual impairments in conjunction with their members.  WBU brings together all the major national and international organizations of blind persons and those organizations providing services to the visually impaired to work on the issues affecting the quality of life for blind people.  Globally divided into 6 regions with each region having its own President and volunteer executive team to assist the needs of the local members.  

The World Blind Union works to make the world a better place for those who are blind or partially sighted.  In order to do this effectively, they tackle issues dealing with all aspects of life, and focus on things, like technology, that have a direct effect on the lives of everyone.  WBU priorities are decided upon at the WBU general assembly, held every four years.   

PRESIDENT
Mr. Arnt Holte
Vice-Executive Director, Norwegian Association of the Blind and Partially Sighted (NABP)
Postboks 5900, Majorstuen
Oslo 0308, Norway
Tel: +47-2321-5000
Fax: +47-2321-5070
E-mail: arnt.holte@blindeforbundet.no


CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Dr. Penny Hartin

1929 Bayview Avenue

Toronto, Ontario - Canada M4G 3E8

Bus Tél. : 1-416-486-9698

Portable : 1-416-456-6353

Fax : 1-416-486-8107

Skype : penny.wbuoffice

Email : penny.hartin@wbuoffice.org
REGIONAL CHAIRS:

AFRICA – AFRICAN UNION OF THE BLIND (AFUB)

Mr. Mohamed Ez-zaoui – Regional President
President, Organisation Alaouite pour la Protection des
Aveugles au Maroc (OAPAM)
8 Hossain 1er, BP 369
Rabat, Morocco
Bus Tel.: +212-37-20 55 20
Fax: +212-37-70 74 35
E-mail: med.ezzaoui@gmail.com
Web: www.afub-uafa.org
ASIA – ASIAN BLIND UNION (ABU)

Mr. Santosh Kumar Rungta - Regional President 

President, National Federation of the Blind 
Plot No. P-21, Sector-6, Press Enclave Road, 
Pushp Vihar, New Delhi, India 
Tel: +91-11-29564198 
Fax: +91-11-23562546
E-mail: santoshkumar.rungta@gmail.com 

 

ASIA – PACIFIC (WBU-AP)

Mr. Chuji Sashida – Regional President
Secretary General - International Committee
Japan Federation of the Blind
C/o NCWBJ Office
18-2, Nishi-Waseda 2- chome
Shinjyuku-ku
Tokyo 169-0051, Japan
Tel. 81 3 5291 7885
Fax. 81 3 5291 7886
E-mail: Sashida.Chuji@jeed.or.jp; csashida@nifty.com
 

EUROPE – European Blind Union (EBU)

Lord Colin Low – Regional President
105 Judd Street
London WC1H 9NE, United Kingdom
Bus Tel: 44 207 391 2205 
Fax : 44 207 383 05 08
E-mail: colin.low@rnib.org.uk; viv.barnes@rnib.org.uk
Web: www.euroblind.org
LATIN AMERICA – Unión Latinoamericana de Ciegos (ULAC)

Dr. Guillermo Moreno – Regional President
Unión Nacional de Ciegos de Panamá - UNCP
Calle 6ª - Casa 225, Juan Díaz
Zona 12 Panamá, Panama
Bus Tel / Fax: (507) 6220 4963
E-mail: dr_guillermo_moreno@hotmail.com
NORTH AMERICA/CARIBBEAN (WBU NA/C)

Mr. Carl Augusto – Regional President
President & CEO, American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
11 Penn Plaza, Suite 300
New York, NY 10001, USA
Tel: 212-502-7600
Fax: 212-502-7773
E-mail: cawbu@afb.net


 

