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Royal Dutch Visio is an educational organisation for children who are visually impaired in the Netherlands. The early intervention centers of Visio support VI children (age 0-6) and their parents. At the age of 4 children start primary school. Visio provides education for 2035 children who are partially sighted or blind in the following departments:

Itinerant Teachers

Itinerant educational support is for pupils in primary school, in special education systems, in all types of secondary education, in the senior secondary vocational education, and, if necessary, at the beginning of higher vocational education or university. The guidance is for partially sighted and blind people from the age of four to twenty. The itinerant teacher offers advice to teachers, pupils and parents for a suitable learning environment, braille or low vision instruction, and how to adapt the teaching materials.1503 VI pupils receive itinerant educational support (74%).

Special Education School

This is, in the first instance, a regular school where pupils learn, develop, play, and enjoy themselves. Pupils develop the same knowledge and skills as their peers in the regular primary school, but the teaching and materials (especially for science and maths) are adapted to the specific needs of the visually impaired pupil. If a partially sighted or blind child cannot keep up with the demands of the regular primary school, or if the school cannot offer a him or her an optimally adaptive learning environment, then this pupil can attend a Visio special education school.164 VI pupils attend a special educational school (8%).

Special Education Secondary School

For the special education secondary school the requirements and contents are the same as in the regular secondary schools, but the schedule for completing the schooling is somewhat slower. It usually takes an extra year to complete the full curriculum. There are adaptations in the arrangements, the materials, teaching methods, in the area of ICT, and the use of assistance products. Internship is also part of the programme to prepare students for (higher) vocational training.146 VI students attend the specials educational secondary school (7%).

Multiple Disabilities Schools

Many children with a mental disability also have a visual disability. The combination of disabilities requires specific expertise and adaptations in education. Within the education for the multiply disabled, Visio offers more than just learning arithmetic, geography or reading. Learning to play independently, eating and drinking, or dressing and undressing is just as important as gymnastics and language. The basis for this educational approach is that each child is different and develops at his or her own pace and in his or her own way. For each child, we devise an education and care arrangement, in partnership with the parents or caregivers. In order to achieve each goal, the capacities and limitations of each pupil are taken into account. All the pupils who attend this type of schooling have a visual and mental disability (IQ up to 70).222 VI pupils attend the multiply disabled schools (11%)

Visio maintains its own special, secondary and multiple disabled education schools in 6 different places throughout the Netherlands.

Teacher Training

All teachers have a teachers degree. As soon as they start working for Visio they are obliged to do the Special Educational Needs training for visually impaired. Beside the SEN training there are a lot of intern trainings about visual functioning, visual training, tactile development, classroom management, ICT support, intervention, etc.

Visio International focuses on sharing knowledge with foreign organisations for the visually impaired. We offer support and training in constructing and improving special education and rehabilitation.http://www.visio.org/home/visio-international[image: image1.png]
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