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The motivation to implement the adapted designs methodology, created by the professionals Alex Truesdell and Molly Campbell, is when we think about access for people with visual disabilities and visual impairment, associated with other disability, within the national context where conditions are more limited. This work has been implemented in the three schools of Fundal: Guatemala, Quetzaltenango, Huehuetenango, and other regions of the country through training. That is why using inexpensive material can respond creatively to the mobility needs, communication, recreation and posture for people with visual disabilities.

Therefore, it is essential to observe, design and build equipment adapted to ensure that people with disabilities can reach full potential in social and academic develop by obtaining devices and modifications depending on their needs. 

Making an adaptation takes into account the primary needs of a person and proceeds to develop adaptation that is best suited and effective.

In 1984, Truesdell wrote “I was convinced that virtually all students with disabilities could use low cost adaptive materials”, since then and with that principle, she has made possible so many opportunities, not only for student with disabilities at Perkins School, it also for the Blind in New York; She also has share her experience and knowledge for other countries, such as Guatemala. 
Truesdell advises, that in design team has to participate student with disability, family members, and professional responsible for the adaptive design workshop, and specially persons whom detect the functional problem; it also needs to add to the team engineering, industrial design, architecture and electronic professionals, and volunteers as well.  

FUNDAL has experience that adaptive designs team needs and should be led by a Physical Therapist and/or Occupational Therapists, because this professional had not only the knowledge on positioning, he also can do very easy and functional adaptation, in case they have the creativity and handicraft skills. It is so important to highlight the need to maximize the human recourses by inviting and giving training on adaptive designs to parents, volunteers, Physical Therapist or Occupational Therapist practitioners, teachers, and community members, especially in those places where there are no specialist. 

When a group from a rural community receives training, it is very important to use a very basic vocabulary in order to be sure they understand anything that it has been taught. Practically, the basic skills are needed to observe, design and built, using their creativity, interest and motivation.

At FUNDAL we truly appreciate the vision and support of Alex Truesdell; she believes in: “Our purpose is to instigate a revolutionary shift, one where we reject barriers and segregation and choose instead to imagine and build custom adaptations; where we share designs and stories; and where we respond to difference and disability, not with fear or neglect, but with solidarity and love.”

When you think about starting an adaptive design, it is needed to: try to give a solution to a problem that will help the student with his/her independence, positing, communication, play, mobility, etc.; plan what you want to build, invite other to work as a team; maximize the materials; use your creativity; “think out of the box”; believe that it is possible; see the functional use; and have fun. Before start to build an adaptive design, Truesdell will make us ask ourselves the following questions: 

· What am I teaching? 

· What are the educational goals I want to achieve? 

· What the student needs to function more independently? 

· What are the strengths of the student? 

· What works? 

· What it does not work?

· Is multisensory? 

· Is safe and durable? 

· Is it easy to repair? 

· Is it interesting? 

· It can grow as the child grows? 

· Can I increase its complexity to extend the concepts? 

· How supports the educational goals? 

· Does it stimulate growth? 

· Does possibilities to choose? 

· Could it be used by more than one child?

When a design is build, there is an important aspect to think about, the design has to be modifiable because the child can grows or changes posture; the adaptive design is personal with specific measures, design, and specification, on less it is a toy or a game to be use in general, all these is the result of thinking in the impact and the change in student live with visual disability, families, and community.

In addition, you have to think about the person that is going to use the adaptive design, especially when you are trying to give a solution to the problems; such as, their environment, size needed according the places where it will be use, the way it is going to move from one place to other, the weight and the most important thing, it has to be practical.

Is very important to share, how the work team makes a difference and how the design make a really great impact for everyone.
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