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In two years Blind and Visually Impaired people in Lithuania will celebrate the 80th anniversary of their education. The system of education of the blind and partially sighted people has undergone great changes since then. The Institute for the Blind was opened on the 27th of February 1928 in Kaunas. A new, modern secondary school for blind and visually impaired persons was built in Vilnius in 1975. Today this national Training Center for the Visually Impaired is facing new changes. 

The Strategy of education in the Republic of Lithuania for 2003-2012 and its successive program emphasize the following goals:

· Implementation of "A School for All" ideas into a real school practice in Lithuania.

· Assurance of accessibility of all types of schools introducing formal and non-formal educational programs to SEN persons; provision of opportunities to SEN persons to learn in the environment that meets their needs.

· Gradual decrease of special (boarding) schools and alongside with this, facilitation of creating resource centers. The most advanced special (boarding) schools are transferred into the resource centers.

The Computer Center for the Blind located at the Lithuanian Training Center for the Visually Impaired, has a 14 years experience of using computer technologies for the Blind in Lithuania, and would be happy to share this experience with the colleagues. 

Project EENAT (the Eastern European Network on Access Technology) was an initiative, started by the Overbook International Program (USA), in 1996. The aim of this initiative was to expand open education and employment opportunities for blind and low vision people in Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, the Slovak and Czech Republics through the promotion of expanded use of access technology in schools and workplaces. Later the project was expanded to Romania, Estonia and Latvia.
The main goal of the EENAT project is to improve and equalize access of blind and low vision persons to greater educational opportunities and employment in open market. 

From 1996 to 2002, the participants of EENAT project carried out many activities at both national and regional levels to help both governmental and non-governmental organizations to understand and use the power of new developments in information technology.

Today EENAT Project is phasing out its work in Eastern Europe but is still active in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.
Project activities had been set up as:

· national level training programs;

· regional training of trainers programs;

· development of training materials.

EENAT's work in the Baltic’s is coordinated by the Computer Center for the Blind in Vilnius, Lithuania. This center at the moment is running these projects: 

· development of new teaching materials for the use with Intellikeys device; 

· leadership and entrepreneurial training of blind youth; 

· development of a multi-language keyboard training software. 

Cooperation of teachers and youth in Baltic region has an experience of 3 years. These contacts between VI teachers give great value in exchanging information and methods of teaching.

All activities had big success among the participants. Moreover it was a great example for teachers and decision-makers what could be achieved with enthusiasm of teachers and what our children can have in using ICT. This project gave ideas and strength to future projects.

Last year, with the help of the Overbook School for the Blind, Philadelphia, USA, 3 projects were running. 

1. 
Employment is a highly important factor in the human life. It is not only a means of satisfaction of living needs and entertainment, but also a means of self-fulfillment, enhancement of self-confidence, personal development, and building of social relations. It is equally true for handicapped people. Moreover, employment disengages those people from social isolation, helps them to overcome psychological consequences of their handicaps and supports their inclusion into the society.


International workshop “Leadership development of the blind and visually impaired young”, took place in April of 2004 in Estonian town Kuressaare. EENAT runs the Baltic leadership development workshop for visually impaired and blind youth leaders from the Baltic countries. Students were encouraged to be active to built personal capacity and communication skills. 


Workshop focused on topics like: 


Self-assessment, presentation and communication skills - what blind or visually impaired person can do and what could be compensated by using different means including ICT; how to behave on a job interview. How to integrate themselves in the working environment, self-discipline for quality education, leadership and community and etc.


Second seminar was held on October 28-31, 2004 in Lithuania, Vilnius. „Integration to Local Labour-Market“. All participants were very active, intelligent and persistent. The program of seminar was really intensive and interesting. The main purpose of this seminar was to encourage the initiative of disable people.


Trainers tried to share a knowledge and experience of international workshop “Leadership development of the blind and visually impaired young”. It was very important to speak about the real situation in Lithuania. Much attention was paid to personal development of each participant, trying to involve him or her in different tasks and practices. ICT knowledge of participants was of great importance when accomplishing needed tasks.


The third workshop "Step to the full-real life" for visually impaired and blind youth from the Baltic countries was organized in Vilnius, Lithuania from 22 to 26 August 2005. There we sharer knowledge and experience of international workshops held in past EENAT activities. Alongside there was an attempt to encourage the initiatives of teachers to share information and knowledge in assessment and training VI children.

2. 
Practical workshop for teachers from Lithuanian Schools, who work with IntelliKeys device, was held on December 2005. Workshop also got support from the Lithuanian Ministry of Education and National Center for Special Needs Education and Psychology.


We selected best teachers (17) from 8 different Lithuanian Schools with big interest on development of new activities with IntelliKeys for children with special needs. During this practical workshop teachers made about 60 different activities with Intellikeys using Talkpad program, created with support of EENAT by programmer from Slovak Republic. Talkpad program is free software and can be downloaded from web page http://www.lass.lt/en/default.htm 

For the future - these teachers will be a main group of IntelliKeys users, which now are consultants for other teachers in Lithuania. We are happy that this year Lithuanian Ministry of education bought IntelliKeys for more 30 Schools with needed software. Due to our project in 2006, these activities will continue with good support of Lithuanian government organizations. 

3. 
Multi-lingual keyboard training program MYGA for low visions and Blind children was written by Sergey Mech, student of Overbook School, International program (1991/92)


The first version of this program is ready. It is free program and can be downloaded at web page http://www.lass.lt/en/default.htm . Now we are testing it and will be happy to receive any suggestions or comments for making it better.


This program is designed for Blind using JAWS screen reader and for Lowvisions, which can be used without any special software. As well it is multilingual and teachers can give children independent exercisers for learning keyboard skills.


BrlPaint program written by Sergey Mech and supported by EENAT – is another free software for making tactile graphics in easy way by using Braille printer. It can be downloaded at web page http://www.lass.lt/en/default.htm

BrlPaint is written for Windows environment. Program is equivalent to Paint application in Windows. Because of similarity and unified interface it can be mastered easily. It is designed to make pictures adapted for printing on Index Everest Braille printers. With this program it is easy to paint new graphics using draw tools, import conventional graphics, save and emboss drawings on printer. There is no need for expensive swell paper. Software can be used at home or office to make drawings quickly. Using this program teachers and trainers can easily make educational materials.

Main features of BRLPAINT program is: 

· Graphics editing, picture shifting, drawing and erasing, entering text in Braille.

· Paint window zooming;

· Imports *.BMP or *.PCX graphic files and resizing or cropping imported graphics.

· To save and open *.GRA files in 4-dot Braille graphic mode.

Project EENAT is much more what we expected: we learn that small Baltic countries in Europe (Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania), with collaboration with each other realized how much human resources, creativity and strong wish for further development can be found. We hope that our efforts will bring accessibility for people with blindness and visual impairment living in our region. Operation of Project EENAT will reach its end this year. But this project as a good teacher gave us knowledge and strength to go forward. 

Finally, we express our thanks to all contributors of Project EENAT, especially to Larry Campbell and Overbook School for the Blind for possibility to have this project. It gave big step forward for future activities. 
*********

The poster will present and demonstrate:

· new developed materials using IntelliKeys, free software TALKPAD and the way of preparing these materials with it. 

· Free software for making tactile graphics in easy way by using Braille printer. 

· Free multilingual keyboard training software for VI.

During the presentation various additional information will be available:

· information about Lithuanian Educational Center for the Visually Impaired

· information about Lithuanian Association for the Visually Impaired.

· information about Education of children with special needs in Lithuania. 
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