Research Around the World

Regional Chairs were asked to identify the research projects being carried out in their ICEVI region. While the list below is not exhaustive, it does begin to give us a feel for the amount of research going on around the world.

AUSTRALIA

Australian Childhood Vision Impairment Register (RIDBC)

Sue Silveira ( sue.silveira@ridbc.org.au ) is the JAFF Research fellow, Renwick Centre, Royal Institute for Deaf & Blind Children (RIDBC). Sue is managing a project called the Australian Childhood Vision Impairment Register (ACVIR), which gathers data on children across Australia with vision impairment. It can be accessed online through the VI Family Network website: www.vifamilynetwork.org.au . This website also has a repository of low vision resources, an upcoming events section, an online parent forum, and the organization's quarterly reports.

CERA Research Project: Impact of Vision Impairment for Education of Young People

The Centre for Eye Research Australia and Jennifer Hassell are currently conducting research assessing the impact of vision impairment on young people. The researchers survey the children when they visit their schools to conduct routine functional visual assessment. The first survey is conducted when a child is identified as visually impaired, and the second a year later after the student has received intervention services. The researchers are preparing to conduct their first post intervention survey. If there are any questions regarding this process, please contact Annette Godfrey-Magee or Marion Blazé (Statewide Vision Resource Centre) on (03) 9841 0807.

GraVVITAS Monash University / Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (Victoria) / Catholic Education Office / Vision Australia / jTribe

The project will develop a new approach to the presentation of graphics and other 2D information to blind students, using the Apple iPad extended with audio and haptic feedback. The new iPad techniques will allow the student to interactively control the level of detail and modify or annotate the graphic. This has the potential to address the drawbacks of the current method of producing tactile graphics, which is expensive, time-consuming, and static. The project includes extensive evaluation of the approach in the classroom.

Equity And Access For Students With Vision Impairment: Where Is PNG Now And Where Should It Be In 2015?

James Aiwa ( Doctor of Education student, School of Education, James Cook University, Townsville, Qld 4811, Australia - email: james.aiwa@my.jcu.edu.au ) and Associate Professor Paul Pagliano ( School of Education, James Cook University, Townsville, Qld 4811, Australia - email: paul.pagliano@jcu.edu.au ) conducted a mixed-methods research study in Papua New Guinea (PNG) on equity and access for students with vision impairment (VI). 

The preliminary results of a survey of the country’s 124 Special Education Resource Centre (SERC) teachers indicate the majority of the 366 students who receive specialist services are legally blind Braille readers, and that students with low vision are seriously neglected. Teachers in the survey identified these significant problems: negative attitudes of parents and regular teachers, an over-focus on disability rather than student ability, the need for specialist pre-service and in-service training, and a lack of resources. The authors recommend that the National Department of Education: (a) make a firm commitment to achieve equity and access for all children; (b) identify, assess, and support all children with VI; and (c) provide pre- and in-service training and material resources. 

INDIA

A Study of the Concerns of Primary School Teachers Regarding the Integration of Students with Disabilities into Their Regular Classroom Programs in Ahmedabad

Dr. Rina Niyogi Shah ( rinaniyogi@gmail.com ) conducted her doctoral research on the concerns of primary school teachers in Ahmedabad regarding the integration of students with disabilities into their regular classroom programs. Her objectives were: (a) to identify these teachers’ concerns; (b) to determine if there are significant relationships between these concerns and selected factors in the teachers’ personal and professional backgrounds and experiences; and (c) to identify strategies to address these concerns. The findings revealed that teachers were likely to have a significantly higher level of concern about integrated education if they were: (a) female; or (b) lacking a special education qualification; or (c) teaching in classes with more than 20 students.

UNITED STATES

Followup on Braille Babies Playgroup and Parent Information Seminars

Kimberly Avila ( kavila@salus.edu ), doctoral student at George Mason University, and National Leadership Consortium in Sensory Disabilities Fellow has developed a Braille Babies project to facilitate pre-reading braille skills in young children. She includes activities for parents using items around the house, and with toys readily available at local stores.  Her groups have been meeting since 2005, and based upon parents’ feedback, she has been integrating the most helpful, easy-to-implement strategies and effective tasks into the program. She will soon write an article reporting on the outcome of this pre-braille learning program.

Considerate Practices for Early Intervention Service

Kimberly Avila ( kavila@salus.edu ), doctoral student at George Mason University, and National Leadership Consortium in Sensory Disabilities Fellow, has surveyed a group of parents from the March of Dimes funded organization “Preemies Today” in order to identify best practices for early intervention service providers. Ideal practices are considerate of the multitude of emotional, medical, and developmental needs experienced by families with an extremely premature infant. Many parents with infants with blindness or visual impairment participated. Kimberly has presented the B/VI comments and perspectives to a professional conference in Virginia last March and is organizing the data and comments for a research article.
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