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Figure 2. Sinhala Braille Alphabet.
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TABLE I BRAILLE NUMERICAL SIGNS

Numerical in Sinhala Braille characters

Sign Meaning Sign Meaning

L]
L ]
-

i

RO IISIB|G[®|OD
clol|lew|w|la|lu|n|w]|w

e®® e 800 B0 VD@ BOIRS D8 @8 Pbdme I

o BB e¢EecSE
o 3.8.3.5¢G. d®menE
o 5180 e¢EeeSn
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APPENDIX 1 Common braille contractions used in English braille codes

Line 1, consisting of the first 10 letters of the alphabet, formed with dots 1,2,4,5 in the
upper part of the cell. When preceded by the numeric indicator these cells have number
values.
Line 1 a b C d e f g h i j
a b | c | d e f h | I ]
Line 2 adds dot 3 to each of the characters of Line 1.
k I m m o} p q r S y
Line2| K 1 m n 0] P r S t
Line 3 adds dots 3 and 5 to each of the characters in Line 1.
u Y w X y z and | for of with
ine3| 'y | v |w | X |y |z | & =]( )
Line 4 adds dot 6 to each of the characters in Line 1.
ch gh sh th wh ed er ou ow w
Line 4 * < % ? . $ } | { w
Line 5 repeats the characters of Line 1 in the lower portion of the cell, using dots 2,3,5,6.
Most of the characters have punctuation values.
ea be con | dis ! () “ "
bb cc dd en ff gg ? in
Line5| 1 2 3 4 5 6 4 8 9 0
Line 6 is formed with dots 3,4,5,6.
H hyphen
st ing ble ar
Line6 | / + # > -
Line 7 is formed with dots 5,6
capital | Grade
letter 1
. bol
Line 7 Syn: ©
I/ /

Adapted from Diagram of braille cells, showing the construction of the braille code.

Source: American Foundation for the Blind

18



https://www.afb.org/online-library/unseen-minority-0/chapter-8

Appendix 2 Example activities for introducing tactile perception and tracking

along lines of braille dots
Tracking left to right across lines of full braille cells, with double line spacing
e Leave blank lines between each row of braille dots.

e Gently assist the child to place their hands at the beginning of the first line of braille

dots, and then leave them to move independently from left to right across the line.

e The child practices following along each line, returning along the line and dropping

down to the next line.

e Ask the child if they can feel the differences in the braille lines, for example, differences

in line length.

e Make it fun.

Tracking along full braille cells. “Follow the roads to school. Can you find the shortest road?”

Tracking along lines of braille that feel tactually different. “Feel the paths. Which one is the
bumpiest? Which is the widest path? Which is the narrowest path?”

G99999999999999999999999999999999
LTTTLLTLL LT L Ll Li Lt ittt eeeetett

Ccccccececcccccccccce

Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Introduction of spaces
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Spaces are important in braille. They provide information about changes in the braille code and
the start of new words. Remember to make it meaningful and fun and aim for the child

experiencing success.

“Can you find any holes in the roads? How many holes are there?”

“Can you find the sticks in the sand? How many are there?”

333333 1 33333133333333 1 333333333

“Can you find the houses along the road? Are the houses all the same size?

Add spaces to lines of tactually different braille cells.

Ggg 9999 9999999999 999999999999 999
111l LTLlTLll TLTLLLLU LULTLLLL tttruu

Cccc ccceccecececece cc cececec ccceee ccece ccece

Add interest by creating a story.

Story beginning: “Here is the sea. Three friends are waiting for a boat.”
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Appendix 3: Introduction of braille letters and words

e Start with introducing letters that feel tactually very different to each other. Sally

Mangold recommends the following order of braille letter introduction:

g cC Il ddyy aa bbb ssSwWppoOkKrr

mMmee hh nn xX zz fFuutt gqilvVv jj

e Aninclusive practice is to write the print letters above each braille letter. This enables
sighted parents and braille teachers to participate in the activity, as they can see what

the child is reading with their fingers and provide help if needed.

e Adding spaces on each side of the letter or word being introduced. These spaces provide

the child with cues that help them to achieve success.

e Use double line spacing to assist the child with returning along each line of braille and

dropping down to the next line.

e |tisimportant to give the child lots of practice in identifying the letters and words being

introduced.

Once the learner knows enough letters, start combining letters to form words. For example,
the letters “g, ¢, |, a, d, y, b, s” may be used to create words that end with ‘ad” and ‘ay’

(word families).

Example activity introducing the letter “g”.
The letter “g” is placed at the top of the activity, followed be a line of braille dots (dots 1 and
3).

g
g
CCCCCCCCccLLeeeeecececeececcecceccececcececcecceccceccecec
g g g g
======= ( ===== ( ===== ( ==== (j =====
g g g g g
=== ¢ === (@ ==== (@ ==== (@ ==== @ =======
g g g g g
==== @ ==== (¢ ==== (@ ==== (¢ ==== (@ ===
g g g
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Example activity introducing the letters “g” and “c”.

“Can you find the cats and goats?” “Can you find the letters “c” and “g”?
g C

g C
CCCCCCCCcLLccceceeeececcececceccececccecccececcececccce
g C g c
g g C g g
g C C g 8
g g o

Activity introducing the letters “g” and “c”.
“Can you find the letters “c” and “g” in each line of braille?”
“Which line is the shortest/longest?”
c g
Cog
CCCCCCCCcLeceereececceccececccecccececccecccececcccce
g € c cCc g g cc gc gc g g g g Cc c
Gcccggccgcgcggggcc
c ¢ ¢c gc g g c g c gc g g g cCcc
Cccgcggcgcgcgggcc
c ¢ g gc gCc g g cCc C g §
Ccggcgcggccgg
g 8 g ¢ ¢c g c g cgc c g g cCccCc §g
G

ggccgcgcgccggeccog
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Activity introducing the letters “c”, “g” and “I”.

“Can you find the letter “c”/ “g” / “I” in each line of braille?

c g |

Cgl
CCCCCCCCCCCcLccceeeecececceeccececcecceccececcecceccce

g ¢c cl g gcc gecl c ggegl c c
Gcclggccgclcggglcec

| c c | g
C

| ¢ c g g
LCclg C

cC g g C 8 g
glcgcgcgggoc 1
c ¢c ggl cgl cg gocc gl g |
Ccgglcglcggecec

Introducing the “ad” word family, gad, sad, dad, lad, bad.

In this example, each word is first written with a space between each letter, then followed
with the braille letters up close. This approach may assist children with identifying the

boundaries of each braille cell.

gad sad dad lad bad
Gad sad dad lad bad

CCCCCCcCcCcrceecececceccecceccecceccecceccecceccecccecceccec
a d gad s a d sad | a d lad

g
Gadgad s ad sad 1 a d lad

d a d dad s a d sad g a d gad Il a
Daddad s adsad gadagad 1 a d

| a d lad b a d bad g a d gad
L adlad b a d bad g a d gad
d sad |l a d lad b d bad

a a
adsad 1L ad lad b a d bad

N ow

d
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Introducing the “ad” word family, gad, sad, dad, lad, bad.

gay say day lay bay clay

Gad sad dad lad bad clay
ccceeececcececececccececcceccccccccccccccccccccce

g a vy gay s a vy say I a vy lay
Gaygay s ay say L ay lay

d a vy day | a vy clay g a y gay
Dayday c L ay clay g a y gay

(@]

| a vy lay b a y bay g a vy gay
L ay lay b a y bay g a y gay

a vy lay b a vy bay c | a vy clay
Lay lay b ay bay c 1 a y clay

Acknowledgement: The example activities in Appendices 2 and 3 have been drawn from a

range of publications, including Lamb (1995), Swenson (2016), Wormsley and D’Andrea (1997),

and those listed in Appendix 4.
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